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About the Faculty of Religious Studies1

The Faculty of Religious Studies has enjoyed a long history at McGill providing a wide range of programs, including B.A. programs offered in cooperation
with the Faculty of Arts, theological programs, and several specialized graduate degree programs.

The Faculty's expertise in world religions engages many methods and disciplines, combining the rigorous and historically focused study of religious traditions
and contexts with approaches that explore contemporary expressions of religions. For more on the Faculty's distinctive, holistic approach to the study of
religion, please visit About Us.

The Faculty is home to the Centre for Research on Religion (CREOR) and McGill's Initiative in Globalization and the World's Religions. It is also af®liated
with the Montreal Diocesan Theological College of the Anglican Church of Canada, the Presbyterian College Montreal, and the United Theological College
of the United Church of Canada. Each of these colleges is located close to campus.

History of the Faculty2
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During the 19th century, several Theological Colleges in Montreal became af®liated with McGill. In 1912, they formed a Joint Board for the academic study
of Theology, leaving each denominational College to provide its own(ge nkenomiw  training for Christian ministry)Tj
1 0 0 1 431.765 460.13 Tm
(. )Tj
1 0 0 1 435.67 460.13 Tm
(This relationship between the Colle)Tj
1 0 0 1 550.739 460.13 Tm
(ges)Tj
1 0 0 1 67.52 450.41 Tm
(and the Uni)Tj
1 0 0 1 105.113 450.41 Tm
(v)Tj
1 0 0 1 109.042 450.41 Tm
(ersity led naturally to the creation in 1948 of a F)Tj
1 0 0 1 265.502 450.41 Tm
(aculty of Di)Tj
1 0 0 1 303.994 450.41 Tm
(vinity)Tj
1 0 0 1 322.373 450.41 Tm
(, which assumed the academic functions of the Joint Board, no)Tj
1 0 0 1 525.092 450.41 Tm
(w designated)Tj
-0.054 Tw
1 0 0 1 67.52 440.69 Tm
(the Montreal School of )Tj
1 0 0 1 144.101 440.69 Tm
(Theology)Tj
1 0 0 1 174.622 440.69 Tm
(. In 1970, the name of the F)Tj
1 0 0 1 263.887 440.69 Tm
(aculty w)Tj
1 0 0 1 291.422 440.69 Tm
(as changed to the F)Tj
1 0 0 1 353.625 440.69 Tm
(aculty of Religious Studies. )Tj
1 0 0 1 444.843 440.69 Tm
(This Uni)Tj
1 0 0 1 473.164 440.69 Tm
(v)Tj
1 0 0 1 477.093 440.69 Tm
(ersity F)Tj
1 0 0 1 501.445 440.69 Tm
(aculty no)Tj
1 0 0 1 531.11 440.69 Tm
(w of)Tj
1 0 0 1 545.475 440.69 Tm
(fers the)Tj
0 Tw
1 0 0 1 67.52 430.97 Tm
(Bachelor of )Tj
1 0 0 1 107.413 430.97 Tm
(Theology (B.Th.) de)Tj
1 0 0 1 173.882 430.97 Tm
(gree and se)Tj
1 0 0 1 210.114 430.97 Tm
(v)Tj
1 0 0 1 214.043 430.97 Tm
(eral graduate de)Tj
1 0 0 1 265.649 430.97 Tm
(gree programs.)Tj
ET
42.52 393.651 m
569.48 393.651 l
569.48 396.651 l
42.52 396.651 l
h
f
BT
/F0 11 Tf
1 0 0 1 80.407 378.341 Tm
(F)Tj
1 0 0 1 86.908 378.341 Tm
(acilities)Tj
1 0 0 1 43.52 378.341 Tm
(3)Tj
/F1 8.1 Tf
1 0 0 1 67.52 358.045 Tm
(The F)Tj
1 0 0 1 86.523 358.045 Tm
(aculty of Religious Studies is located in the handsome )Tj
1 0 0 1 263.8 358.045 Tm
(W)Tj
1 0 0 1 271.122 358.045 Tm
(illiam and Henry Birks Building, erected in 1931, formerly kno)Tj
1 0 0 1 476.328 358.045 Tm
(wn(as Di)Tj
1 0 0 1 504.922 358.045 Tm
(vinity Hall, at 3520)Tj
-0.052 Tw
1 0 0 1 67.52 348.325 Tm
(Uni)Tj
1 0 0 1 79.468 348.325 Tm
(v)Tj
1 0 0 1 83.397 348.325 Tm
(ersity Street. Besides the usual classrooms, of®ces, and common rooms, this b)Tj
1 0 0 1 335.772 348.325 Tm
(uilding accommodates the Birks Heritage Chapel and the Birks Reading)Tj
0 Tw
1 0 0 1 67.52 338.605 Tm
(Room.)Tj
ET
42.52 301.286 m
569.48 301.286 l
569.48 304.286 l
42.52 304.286 l
h
f
BT
/F0 11 Tf
1 0 0 1 80.407 285.976 Tm
(Birks Lectures)Tj
1 0 0 1 43.52 285.976 Tm
(4)Tj
/F1 8.1 Tf
1 0 0 1 67.52 265.68 Tm
(An annual series w)Tj
1 0 0 1 129.299 265.68 Tm
(as established in 1950 through the generosity of the late )Tj
1 0 0 1 311.735 265.68 Tm
(W)Tj
1 0 0 1 319.057 265.68 Tm
(illiam M. Birks. )Tj
1 0 0 1 372.696 265.68 Tm
(The lectures are gi)Tj
1 0 0 1 432.547 265.68 Tm
(v)Tj
1 0 0 1 436.476 265.68 Tm
(en by distinguished visitors, usually in)Tj
-0.193 Tw
1 0 0 1 67.52 255.96 Tm
(late September or early October)Tj
1 0 0 1 169.772 255.96 Tm
(. )Tj
1 0 0 1 173.484 255.96 Tm
(The ®rst lecturer w)Tj
1 0 0 1 234.684 255.96 Tm
(as the Right Re)Tj
1 0 0 1 283.629 255.96 Tm
(v)Tj
1 0 0 1 287.558 255.96 Tm
(erend Leslie Hunter)Tj
1 0 0 1 351.057 255.96 Tm
(. More recent lecturers ha)Tj
1 0 0 1 433.116 255.96 Tm
(v)Tj
1 0 0 1 437.045 255.96 Tm
(e included Huston Smith, Northrop Frye,)Tj
-0.015 Tw
1 0 0 1 67.52 246.24 Tm
(W)Tj
1 0 0 1 74.842 246.24 Tm
(ilfred Cantwell Smith, Gre)Tj
1 0 0 1 161.071 246.24 Tm
(gory Baum, Robert McAfee Bro)Tj
1 0 0 1 265.866 246.24 Tm
(wn, Krister Stendahl, Charles )Tj
1 0 0 1 362.998 246.24 Tm
(Adams, Jon Le)Tj
1 0 0 1 411.585 246.24 Tm
(v)Tj
1 0 0 1 415.514 246.24 Tm
(enson, Da)Tj
1 0 0 1 447.729 246.24 Tm
(vid Little, )Tj
1 0 0 1 481.234 246.24 Tm
(Azim Nanji, P)Tj
1 0 0 1 527.658 246.24 Tm
(aul Grif®ths,)Tj
-0.558 Tw
1 0 0 1 67.52 236.52 Tm
(Bernadette J. Brooten, Harv)Tj
1 0 0 1 156.38 236.52 Tm
(e)Tj
1 0 0 1 159.855 236.52 Tm
(y Cox, John S. Ha)Tj
1 0 0 1 216.454 236.52 Tm
(wle)Tj
1 0 0 1 228.029 236.52 Tm
(y)Tj
1 0 0 1 231.553 236.52 Tm
(, Gabriel )Tj
1 0 0 1 260.399 236.52 Tm
(V)Tj
1 0 0 1 265.348 236.52 Tm
(ahanian, Oli)Tj
1 0 0 1 304.181 236.52 Tm
(v)Tj
1 0 0 1 308.11 236.52 Tm
(er O©Dono)Tj
1 0 0 1 341.054 236.52 Tm
(v)Tj
1 0 0 1 344.902 236.52 Tm
(an, Jan )Tj
1 0 0 1 367.86 236.52 Tm
(Assmann, Dmiw d Lopez, R)Tj
/F5 8.1 Tf
(�)Tj
/F1 8.1 Tf
(emi Brague, and Da)Tj
1 0 0 1 522.494 236.52 Tm
(vid Fer)Tj
1 0 0 1 544.965 236.52 Tm
(gusson.)Tj
ET
42.52 199.201 m
569.48 199.201 l
569.48 202.201 l
42.52 202.201 l
h
f
0 Tw
BT
/F0 11 Tf
1 0 0 1 80.407 183.891 Tm
(Numata )Tj
1 0 0 1 122.922 183.891 Tm
(Visiting Pr)Tj
1 0 0 1 177.108 183.891 Tm
(of)Tj
1 0 0 1 187.382 183.891 Tm
(essor in Bud)Tj
1 0 0 1 253.899 183.891 Tm
(dhist Studies)Tj
1 0 0 1 43.52 183.891 Tm
(5)Tj
/F1 8.1 Tf
1 0 0 1 67.52 163.595 Tm
(In recognition of the strong Buddhist Studies program in the F)Tj
1 0 0 1 269.445 163.595 Tm
(aculty of Religious Studies, the Numata F)Tj
1 0 0 1 404.999 163.595 Tm
(oundation has gi)Tj
1 0 0 1 458.346 163.595 Tm
(v)Tj
1 0 0 1 462.275 163.595 Tm
(en a 20-year grant to the F)Tj
1 0 0 1 547.633 163.595 Tm
(aculty)Tj
1 0 0 1 67.52 153.875 Tm
(to bring a visiting scholar in Buddhist Studies to McGill each year)Tj
1 0 0 1 281.944 153.875 Tm
(.)Tj
1 0 0 1 67.52 139.295 Tm
(The visiting ge nkenor teaches one course at the 500 le)Tj
1 0 0 1 243.007 139.295 Tm
(v)Tj
1 0 0 1 246.936 139.295 Tm
(el, gi)Tj
1 0 0 1 262.934 139.295 Tm
(v)Tj
1 0 0 1 266.863 139.295 Tm
(es a public lecture, and is a)Tj
1 0 0 1 354.205 139.295 Tm
(v)Tj
1 0 0 1 358.053 139.295 Tm
(ailable to students for conferences and consultation. )Tj
1 0 0 1 527.976 139.295 Tm
(The ®rst)Tj
-0.257 Tw
1 0 0 1 67.52 129.575 Tm
(Numata Pe nkenor)Tj
1 0 0 1 125.202 129.575 Tm
(, in 1999±2000, w)Tj
1 0 0 1 183.075 129.575 Tm
(as Dr)Tj
1 0 0 1 199.691 129.575 Tm
(. Mahinda Dee)Tj
1 0 0 1 246.968 129.575 Tm
(g)Tj
1 0 0 1 250.978 129.575 Tm
(alle (Ph.D., Chicago), a )Tj
1 0 0 1 328.092 129.575 Tm
(Thera)Tj
1 0 0 1 346.819 129.575 Tm
(v)Tj
1 0 0 1 350.667 129.575 Tm
(ada Buddhist Sri Lankan monk. Subsequent visiting ge nkenors ha)Tj
1 0 0 1 561.965 129.575 Tm
(v)Tj
1 0 0 1 565.894 129.575 Tm
(e)Tj
0 Tw
1 0 0 1 67.52 119.855 Tm
(included Dr)Tj
1 0 0 1 105.542 119.855 Tm
(. John Pettit, Pe nkenor Robert Morrison, Dr)Tj
1 0 0 1 247.066 119.855 Tm
(. )Tj
1 0 0 1 250.971 119.855 Tm
(Thupten Jinpa, Dr)Tj
1 0 0 1 309.243 119.855 Tm
(. Kate Crosby)Tj
1 0 0 1 353.486 119.855 Tm
(, )Tj
1 0 0 1 357.131 119.855 Tm
(V)Tj
1 0 0 1 362.08 119.855 Tm
(en. )Tj
1 0 0 1 373.047 119.855 Tm
(Y)Tj
1 0 0 1 378.45 119.855 Tm
(if)Tj
1 0 0 1 383.318 119.855 Tm
(a, Dr)Tj
1 0 0 1 399.065 119.855 Tm
(. Robert Kritzer)Tj
1 0 0 1 449.803 119.855 Tm
(, Dr)Tj
1 0 0 1 461.954 119.855 Tm
(. )Tj
1 0 0 1 465.559 119.855 Tm
(Andre)Tj
1 0 0 1 485.599 119.855 Tm
(w Skilton, Dr)Tj
1 0 0 1 529.032 119.855 Tm
(. Joel)Tj
1 0 0 1 67.52 110.135 Tm
(T)Tj
1 0 0 1 71.821 110.135 Tm
(atelman, Dr)Tj
1 0 0 1 109.616 110.135 Tm
(. Miriam Le)Tj
1 0 0 1 148.335 110.135 Tm
(v)Tj
1 0 0 1 152.264 110.135 Tm
(ering, Dr)Tj
1 0 0 1 181.06 110.135 Tm
(. Hirok)Tj
1 0 0 1 203.926 110.135 Tm
(o Ka)Tj
1 0 0 1 219.325 110.135 Tm
(w)Tj
1 0 0 1 225.092 110.135 Tm
(anami, Dr)Tj
1 0 0 1 257.039 110.135 Tm
(. Dorji )Tj
1 0 0 1 279.97 110.135 Tm
(W)Tj
1 0 0 1 286.968 110.135 Tm
(angchuk, Dr)Tj
1 0 0 1 326.561 110.135 Tm
(. Martin )Tj
1 0 0 1 354.239 110.135 Tm
(Adam, Dr)Tj
1 0 0 1 386.186 110.135 Tm
(. Jin P)Tj
1 0 0 1 406.096 110.135 Tm
(ark, and Dr)Tj
1 0 0 1 442.312 110.135 Tm
(. Roger Jackson.)Tj
1 0 0 1 67.52 95.555 Tm
(The visiting ge nkenor for 2014±2015 is Dr)Tj
1 0 0 1 206.11vR5rnaurkha JoTj
1 0 0 1 20u6.21a, Dr)Tj
1 0 0 1 399.
(aculty)Tj
1 0 cm481a, Dr

http://www.mcgill.ca/religiousstudies/about/






Overview of Degrees Offered7

Degrees Offered by the Faculty

section 7.1: Bachelor of Arts in Religious Studies

section 7.2: Bachelor of Theology

section 7.3: Master of Divinity

Bachelor of Arts (B.A.) in Religious Studies7.1

Honours concentration, Major concentration and Minor concentration in Religious Studies are offered in cooperation with the Faculty of Arts.

Admission is to the Faculty of Arts and all admission requirements and procedures, academic rules, and regulations of that Faculty apply to students in these
programs.

For general information on B.A. Honours, Major concentrations, and Minor concentrations, consult the advisers. Check the Faculty's website for a list of
advisers. Detailed descriptions of the Religious Studies programs for Arts students are found in the eCalendar under Faculties & Schools > Faculty of Arts
> Undergraduate > Academic Programs > : Religious Studies (RELG). Religious Studies B.A. Honours, Major, and Minor students may take any of the
courses described in the programs except where otherwise indicated. For speci®c course information, consult the instructor.

Students who are interested in the Bachelor of Theology (B.Th.) ( section 7.2: Overview of Degrees Offered: Bachelor of Theology (B.Th.)) or Master of
Divinity (M.Div.) ( section 7.3: Master of Divinity (M.Div.)) programs should refer to the appropriate section.

Overview of Degrees Offered: Bachelor of Theology (B.Th.)7.2

The main goals of the Bachelor of Theology (B.Th.) program are:

1. to offer academic instruction in the disciplines of theology within a university setting;

2. to contribute to preparation for ministry in the contemporary world by giving special attention to the Canadian and North American contexts, the Quebec
context, and religious pluralism.

The Bachelor of Theology (B.Th.) may be taken as a ®rst or second baccalaureate degree.
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Canada

If you are applying to one of the Theological Colleges, another complete set of these required documents must also be sent to the College concerned.

Please note that your ®le will not be considered by the Admissions Committee until all the required documents have been received.

Application Deadlines7.2.5

Applicants to the B.Th. program may be accepted into the Fall, W
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Course Selection7.2.11

You are to seek the guidance of your adviser(s) when registering for courses. You must have your courses approved and your Minerva form signed by the
Chair of the Bachelor of Theology (B.Th) Committee before classes begin. If you are af®liated with one of the Theological Colleges, your Minerva form
must ®rst be approved and signed by your College adviser.

Academic Standing and Course Loads7.2.12

Satisfactory Standing7.2.12.1

You enter the University in Satisfactory Standing and remain in this Standing unless your grade point average (GPA) or cumulative grade point average
(CGPA) for any year drops below 2.00. The normal course load in any academic session is ®ve courses per term (15 credits per term). If you have a high
GPA (at least 3.00), you may take more than the normal ®ve courses per term.

Probationary Standing7.2.12.2

You are placed in Probationary Standing if either your CGPA or your term GPA falls between 1.50 and 1.99. (If you are a part-time student, your GPA is
calculated on the basis of your last 9 credits.) While in Probationary Standing, you may take a minimum of 6 credits and a maximum of 12 credits per term.

While in Probationary Standing, you may return to Satisfactory Standing by completing 12 additional credits with a GPA of at least 2.50, or by completing
12 credits with a GPA and a CGPA of 2.00 or greater.

As a student in Probationary Standing, if you fail to achieve the levels of performance speci®ed above, you will be placed in Unsatisfactory Standing, unless
you obtain a GPA of 1.50±1.99 while continuing to have a CGPA of 2.00 or greater.

Unsatisfactory Standing7.2.12.3

You are placed in Unsatisfactory Standing if you have a GPA of less than 1.50.

As a student in Unsatisfactory Standing, you will have to withdraw, or seek readmission as a probationary student with special permission from the B.Th.
Committee and the Dean. If you are a student who is readmitted on Probationary Standing, you may have additional restrictions or conditions to meet over
and above those required of students referred to above under ªProbationary Standing.º

In the event that you are placed in Unsatisfactory Standing for a second time, you must withdraw permanently.

Incomplete Standing7.2.12.4

If, in any year, your record shows a mark of K, K*, L, L*, or &&, you will have no GPA or CGPA calculated for that year, and your record will show
ªStanding Incomplete.º After completing the appropriate course requirements, your GPA and CGPA will be calculated and your Standing determined as
described above.

If your Standing is still ªIncompleteº at the time of registration for the next academic year, you must obtain a Letter of Permission to Register from the Chair
of the B.Th. Committee.

Academic Achievement7.2.13

Several designations are used to acknowledge the superior academic achievement of in-course and graduating students. These designations are awarded at
the discretion of the Faculty.

Dean©s Honour List: to designate in-course students who have completed a minimum of 27 credits during regular session (14 credits for those registered
for one term) and have attained a GPA placing them in the top 5% - 10% of their class.

Graduation Honours7.2.13.1
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Bachelor of Theology (B.Th.) - Religious Studies (120 credits)7.2.15

The Bachelor of Theology (B.Th.) degree requires 120 credits. Many students enter the program with advanced standing, and their credit requirement for
the degree is adjusted accordingly.

All students must discuss their course selection with their program adviser.

The required and complementary course requirements below describe the program for students who enter in Year 1 (U1) with 30 credits of advanced standing
based on a Quebec Diploma of Collegial Studies (DEC).

Students admitted directly from high school into U0 must consult their program adviser regarding appropriate courses for their ®rst year of study.



Religious Ethics(3)RELG 376

3 credits selected from the following list (or 3 credits in Political Science, Sociology, Psychology, or Philosophy and Western Religions):

Religion and Globalization(3)RELG 331

Religion, Politics and Society(3)RELG 375

12 credits to be determined in consultation with the B.Th. program adviser

Year 2 (U2) - Required Courses (24 credits)

Students entering the B.Th. as a second degree program would normally take 60 credits and begin with Year 2 (U2) courses. These students should verify
with their program adviser regarding course substitutions if they have completed similar courses elsewhere.

Literature of Ancient Israel 1(3)RELG 302

Literature of Ancient Israel 2(3)RELG 303

New Testament Studies 1(3)RELG 311

New Testament Studies 2(3)RELG 312

The Church in History 1(3)RELG 322

The Church in History 2(3)RELG 323

Principles of Christian Theology 1(3)RELG 333

Introduction: Philosophy of Religion(3)RELG 341

Year 2 (U2) - Complementary Courses (6 credits)

To be chosen from among the 300- or 400-level courses offered in the B.Th. or B.A. Religious Studies programs (or RELG 280D1/RELG 280D2) in
consultation with the B.Th. program adviser.

Elementary New Testament Greek(3)RELG 280D1

Elementary New Testament Greek(3)RELG 280D2

Year 3 (U3) - Required Courses (12 credits)

* Note: RELG 420 may be replaced with another course if recommended by the program adviser.

Canadian Church History(3)RELG 420*

Principles of Christian Theology 2(3)RELG 434

Theological Ethics(3)RELG 470

Christianity in Global Perspective(3)RELG 479

Year 3 (U3) - Complementary Courses (18 credits)

18 credits selected as follows:

One 3-credit course in a religious tradition other than Christianity, such as the courses listed below.

Students who have previously completed a university-level course in world religions may replace this with another complementary course.

Islamic Philosophy and Theology(3)ISLA 380

Hinduism and Buddhism(3)RELG 252

Religions of East Asia(3)RELG 253

Japanese Religions(3)RELG 352

Chinese Religions(3)RELG 354
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9 credits, one 3-credit course in each of the following areas:



Applicants for the M.Div. program
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FACULTY OF RELIGIOUS STUDIES


