SCSD 629
Augmentative and Alte rnative
Communication Number of
Credits: 3.0 Credits
Course Time: Tuesdays
1:15- 3:15 pm
Location: SCSD, Room 869

Instructor:
Stacey

Knecht, S-LP
Office: N/A Of-
fice Phone: N/A
Office Hours:
By appointment
(set up by email)
Email:
stacey.knecht@
mcqill.ca

COURSE DESCRIPTION/OVERVIEW:

This course will develop knowledge and skills for the assessment and intervention with
clients who could benefit from Augmentative and Alternative Communication (AAC).
Concepts related to the types of potential AAC users, elements of various AAC sys-
tems and strategies, components of assessment and methods of intervention will be
explored.

Instructor Message Regarding Course Delivery:
This course will be delivered in class, unless the pandemic situation makes on-line deliv-
ery necessary.

LEARNING OBJECTIVES/OUTCOMES (COMPETENCIES):

UNITONE BasicRequirementgAudiologyand
Speech Languagd’athology)

ThespeecHanguagepathologistdemonstratebasicknowledgeof:

1.1 Anatomyand Physiology



1.1.iRespiratorysystem






3.2.ivAssesshe impactof the client'spersonalandenvironmentalfac-
tors (e.g., copingstyle, housing)in the client's environment (home,
community,school,work) on communicationor swallowingneedsand
effectiveness.

3.3Analyze



3.5.ivDevelopandimplementappropriateclinicalactivitiesand environ-
mentalsupportsfor meetingtreatment targetsandfacilitatinggenerali-
zationand maintenanceof skillsand strategiesjncludinguseof



4.1.ivCollaboratewith other team members.ensuringthere isan appropri-
ate accessnethodfor an AACsystemincludingconsiderationof eyegaze di-
rect selection,andscanning.

UNITFIVECommunication

ThespeecHanguagepathologistwill demonstratethe ability to:

5.1 Communicaterespectfullyand effectively usingappropriate
modalities (spoken,written, gestural):

5.1.iUselanguageappropriateto the clientand context,takinginto ac-
countall aspectsof diversity(e.g.,age,culture,genderidentification,



EXPECTATIONS FOR STUDENT PARTICIPATION: Students are required to be pre-
pared for in-class discussions, complete required readings and submit assignments
within the given time frame. Students who are unable to do so need to inform the instruc-
tor promptly.

REQUIRED COURSE MATERIALS

- Beukelman, D. & Light, J.(B&L)(2020). Augmentative and Alternative Com-
munication; Supporting Children and Adults with Complex Communication Needs (fifth
edition). Paul H. Brookes Publishing Co., Inc. (B&L) Available online through McGill
Library.

- Additional articles will be made available on My Courses throughout the semester.

- Please note that required readings are available in the course outline but some re-
quired readings may be added throughout the semester.

SPECIAL NOTE: | am hoping that we will have a field trip in the Montreal area this se-
mester in order to gain practical experience in the field of AAC. Students will be required
to arrange their own transportation to and from the destination. The date, time and ad-
dresses will be distributed as soon as they are available. This trip will replace class hours
only but might potentially occur at a different time (which will not conflict with other classes).
To make up for the transportation time to/from the field trip, our class on April 2nd will be
cancelled.

The schedule and due dates below may need to be slightly changed once the date of the
field trip has been confirmed.

COURSE CONTENT

Description Course material Assign-
ments Due

©~ Qg



Week 1
01-09-
24

Week 2
01-16-
24

AAC Course Introduction
AAC Brief History

and Definition

S-LP roles

AAC Client Profiles
(peds/ adult)

0}
0}

Developmental
Acquired

AAC Systems

(0]

High-tech & Low-
tech (The AAC
package)

Symbol sets

plus symbol Ax
Message organiza-
tion / management
and output

Display organiza-
tion and size

Rate enhancement

B&L, Ch.1

B&L, Ch.6-8



Week 4)



Week 6)
02-13-
24

Week 7)
02-20-
24

Week 8)
02-27-
24

(No class
March 5-
Reading
week)

Q5 _.5355_ Q0 W O—Y ~5D®3ITO_D®< DU

Com-
mu-
nica-
tors
(later
stage
S)
o Writing

long and

short term

AAC inter-

vention

goals

Small Group Presentations

Small Group Presentations

e AAC Assessment

0 The SETT Frame-
work

o Social Networks

0 The Communica-
tion Matrix

o The Participation
Model Part |

No new readings

No new readings

B&L Ch.2

Small Group
Presentations

Small Group
Presentations



Week 9) e AAC Assessment B&L Ch.2
03-12- o The Participation
23 Model Part 1|
0 Writing AAC Assess-
ment Reports
0 AAC specific sections
o Clinical Conclusion
and Prognostic State-
ment

Week Field trip???
10)

03-19-

24

Week
11)
03-26-
24

(No
class



Small Group Presenta-
tion: In groups of 4, stu-
dents will be provided (by
the instructor) with a topic
related to AAC interven-
tions for individuals with
developmental disabilities.
They will present key con-
siderations to the class
when assessing and



ments of copyright can be subject to follow up by the University under the Code of Stu-
dent Conduct and Disciplinary Procedures.”

Remote Teaching

“Instructional methods are subject to change based on public health protocols. In the
event of extraordinary dineumstarssg/asdBjierslgiv - (ent)]TI 0 Tc 0 Tw 0285
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