Philosophy 446

Issues in Contemporary Political Philosophy: The Microcircuitry of Democracy
Tuesday 6 — 9, Arts 150.

Instructor : Daniel Weinstock

3690 Peel, office 201.

Office hours: Thursdays, 9:30 — 11:30, or by appointment.

Email:



7KRPDV 3RJJH 36H0I-Constituting Constituencies to Enhance Freedom, Equality, and
3DUILFLSDILRQ LQ ™ HPRFUDILF 7KHRULHV™ LQ Theoria, no. 99 (2002), pp. 26 + 54.

Marcus Carlson Haggrot, « Geographic Legislative Constituencies : A Defence », vol. 26, no. 5
(2023), pp. 301 + 330.

Week 6 Should Voting be Mandatory?
Jason Brennan and Lisa Hill, Compulsory Voting: For and Against (excerpts).

Week 7 Who Should Vote? The Case of Children
"DQLHO = HLQWWRFN 3 = KDIfV VR )XQQ\ $ERXI 9RILQJ 5LIKIV IRV &KLIGUHQ™" LQ Georgetown Journal
of Law and Public Policy, vol. 18 (2020)



(PLOHH &KDSPDQ 3(OHFILRQ 7LPH $JDLQ SHYLVLILQJ WKH 7HPSRUD0 3URSHUILHV RI' (OHFILRQV LQ WKH
$JIHRI (DU ORILQI”

Week 12 Alternatives to Elections: Lottocracy

BOH[DQGHU *XHUHUR 3BIDLQVI (CHFILRQV 7KH ZRWRFUDILF $SOHUQDILYH™ LQ Philosophy & Public
Affairs, vol. 42, no. 2 (2014).

$UDVK SEL]DGHK 35HSUHVHQIDILRQ %LFDOPHUDILVP, Political Equality, and Sortition: Reconstituting
IKH 6HFRQG &KDPEHU DV D 5DQGRPO\ 6HHFIHG $VWHPEN\" LQ Perspectives on Politics, vol. 19, no.
3 (2021).

$QQDEHIH /HYHU 3= K\ 5DQGRP 6HIHFILRQ LV 1R %HIHU WKDQ (OHFILRQV LI = H 9DOXH 3ROLILFDO
(TXDOUN DQG 3ULYDF\" LQ Washington University Review of Philosophy, vol. 3 (2023)

Yann Allard-7UHPEID\ 37KH (SIVIHPLF (GJH RI (OHFIRUDO ORILQJ RYHU ZRMHU\ ORILQJ™ LQ Res
Publica, vol. 18, no. 3 (2012).

Week 13 Alternatives to Elections: Direct Democracy and “Liquid” Democracy

Héléne Landemore, Open Democracy, chs. 6, 8.

Christina Lafont, Democracy without Shortcuts, ch. 6.

7UHYRU /DILPHU 330XUD0 ORILQJ DQG 3ROLILFDO (TXDOLUN $ 7KRXJKI ([SHLLPHQI LQ =HPRFUDILF
7KHRU\" LQ European Journal of Political Theory, vol. 17, no. 1 (2015).

&KUVILDQ %0XP DQG &KULVILQD ,VDEH) =XEHU 3/LTXLG “HPRFUDF\ 3RIHQILDOV 3UREHPV DQG
3HUVSHFILYHV” LQ Journal of Political Philosophy, vol. 24, no. 2 (2016).
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Assignments and evaluation
Grades for this class are based on four elements:

(1) Reading Reflections (10%)

Starting on week 3, you must submit 10 reflections on the required readings of the respective
week. This assignment must be emailed to me by 1PM on the day of class (please use
WHDGLQJ UHIOHFILRQVY or similar as the subject line so we can distinguish these emails from other
inquiries).

The assignment is:
After completing the required readings, write brief responses to the following 3 questions:
1. What are the main claims of the reading (1-2 sentences for each assigned item)?
2. What did you find surprising or interesting? Why? (1-2 sentences)
3. What did you find confusing? Why? (1-2 sentences)

Your responses will be graded on a Pass/Fail basis. If you submit all 10 and comply with the
directives above, you get 10 points.

(2) Response paper (30%).

Short response paper (up to 1,000 words), discussing one of the book chapters/articles
assigned for the course. This assignment can be submitted at any point during the semester
but must be submitted within one week of the day that the piece you are responding to was
discussed in class.

(3) Final paper proposal (10 %). Due at the end of Week 9

Please submit a detailed outline or draft of your final paper, which indicates the thesis you are
planning to defend as well as the main steps of the argument. This is an opportunity for you to
get feedback on your plan for the final paper.
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