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GEOG 420 / POLI 420:  

Memory, Place, and Power 
 

Fall 2020 – Remote but not Distant! 

 

 

Prof. Benjamin Forest 

Department of Geography 

 

Virtual Office Hours: 

Tuesdays 11:30 - 1:00 p.m. and by appointment 

 

E-mail: benjamin.forest@mcgill.ca 

Prof. Juliet Johnson 

Department of Political Science 

 

Virtual Office Hours: 

Wednesdays 1-2pm and by appointment 

 

E-mail: juliet.johnson@mcgill.ca 

 

Teaching Assistants: 

Chris Erl (christopher.erl@mail.mcgill.ca) 

Anastasia Leshchyshyn (anastasia.leshchyshyn@mail.mcgill.ca) 

 

This interdisciplinary class explores the relationships among memory, place, and political power. 

The course begins with an introduction to memory and place-making. It then uses this foundation 

to examine the symbolic transformation of public space, in particular the construction, alteration, 

and destruction of monuments, memorials, and museums in North America and in the post-

communist world. This approach emphasizes the social quality of memory, exploring the ways in 

which political interests, economic resources, and social practices can shape something as 

ostensibly personal and individual as memory.  

 

Course Requirements 

 

Assignment Weight 

 

Date Due 

Reading Responses 15% 

Wednesdays 

12 noon Montreal time 

Weeks 3-11 and 13-14 

 

/Users/Juliet/Dropbox/MMP%202020%20-%20Fall%20(REMOTE)/MPP%20Syllabus%20-%20Fall%202020/benjamin.forest@mcgill.ca
/Users/Juliet/Dropbox/MMP%202020%20-%20Fall%20(REMOTE)/MPP%20Syllabus%20-%20Fall%202020/juliet.johnson@mcgill.ca
mailto:christopher.erl@mail.mcgill.ca
mailto:anastasia.leshchyshyn@mail.mcgill.ca
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Readings  

All readings are available on myCourses, and we have hyperlinked many as well (if you are off 

campus, be sure to activate your VPN to access copyrighted hyperlinked material). Please do the 

readings for the week before watching the lectures. 

 

Lectures 

Lectures and other course video materials will be pre-recorded and posted on myCourses. Please 

watch them by Tuesday night of the week in which they are assigned. We taught this course in a 

lecture theatre in Winter 2020 and much of our lecture material can be adapted from those 
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guidelines for each kind of conference by Week 2. Please register for a conference time as soon as 

the schedule is available; you must attend the conference in which you are registered. To encourage 

attendance and free-flowing discussion, Zoom conferences will not be recorded. Participants should 

turn on their cameras during the conference as well as unmute their audio when called upon to speak. 

You can miss one conference during the semester without penalty. 

 

Major Assignments 

Further details on each assignment will be distributed early in the semester.  

 

Analytic Essay 

You will write a 1,500-1,800 word analytic essay based on one of two prompts provided by the 

instructors. It should draw primarily on scholarly sources, have a clear thesis, and be well 

supported by reference to the scholarly literature. It should be double spaced and in 12-point 

font. Please attach a separate bibliography, not included in the 1,500-1,800 words. The analytic 

essay is due via myCourses by 12 noon Montreal time on Monday, October 5. 

 

Policy Brief 

You will write a 1,200-1,500 word policy brief based on one of two prompts provided by the 

instructors. Your policy brief should clearly describe your proposed policy recommendation, the 

rationale for adopting it, and the primary evidence supporting it. The emphasis is on tight, 

persuasive writing. Please attach a separate reference list, not included in the 1,200-1,500 words. 

You may also attach relevant tables, charts, pictures, or figures, but be selective. The policy brief 

is due via myCourses by 12 noon Montreal time on Monday, November 9. 

 

Video or Podcast 

You will prepare an informative 10-12 minute video presentation or podcast introducing a site of 

memory and relating it to one or more themes of the course. Videos/podcasts and full written 

transcripts must be submitted via myCourses by noon Montreal time on Friday, November 20. 

The videos/podcasts of your conference mates are the assigned course materials for Week 13.  

 

Late Submission and Assessment Policies 

For the analytic essay and policy brief: Late papers submitted up to five days after the due date 

will receive a maximum grade of B+. Papers submitted after five days but by the last day of fall 

semester classes (December 7) will receive a maximum grade of C. No papers will be accepted 

after the last day of classes. 

 

For the video/podcast: As this is a time-sensitive assignment, videos/podcasts will receive a 

maximum grade of B+ if submitted one day late and B if submitted two days late. 

Videos/podcasts submitted after two days but before the last day of classes will receive a 

maximum grade of C. No videos/podcasts will be accepted after the last day of classes. 

 

Completing all three major assignments by the last day of fall classes (December 7) is a 

requirement for receiving a passing grade in this course. Please see the University Student 

Assessment Policy as well as the Geography and Political Science department assessment 

policies for more information concerning assessment. All regrade requests must be accompanied 

by a written justification. Marks on regraded assignments may go up, down, or remain the same.  

 

  

/secretariat/files/secretariat/2016-04_student_assessment_policy.pdf
/secretariat/files/secretariat/2016-04_student_assessment_policy.pdf
/geography/files/geography/geog_student_assessment_policy_0.pdf
/politicalscience/files/politicalscience/assessment_and_re-read_policy_final.pdf
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General Information 

 

Grading Scale 

 

Grade Grade Points Grade Range 

A 4.0 >3.85 

 A- 3.7 3.51-3.85 

  B+ 3.3 3.16-3.50 

B 3.0 2.86-3.15 

 B- 2.7 2.51-2.85 

  C+ 2.3 2.16-2.50 

C 2.0 1.86-2.15 

D 1.0 1.0-1.85 

F 0.0 <1.0 

 

This course uses the standard 4.0 system for grading. An A on a course component is worth 4 

points, an A- is worth 3.7 points, etc. To calculate your final grade, we will multiply the grade 

points you earn on each course component by the relative weight of that component (e.g., 0.25 

for each major assignment), and then add the scores to get your final grade-point average. That 

average will determine your final letter grade for the course (refer the grade range column). For 

example, if your overall grade-point average is a 3.4, you would earn a B+ in the course.  

 

Copyright 

© Instructor-generated course materials (e.g., lectures, slides, notes, summaries, assignments, 

etc.) are protected by law and may not be copied or distributed in any form or in any medium 

without explicit permission of the instructor. Note that infringements of copyright can be subject 

to follow up by the University under the Code of Student Conduct and Disciplinary Procedures. 

 

Netiquette 

The University recognizes the importance of maintaining teaching spaces that are respectful and 

inclusive for all involved. To this end, offensive, violent, or harmful language arising in contexts 

such as the following may be cause for disciplinary action: 

 

1. Username (use only your legal or preferred name) 

2. Visual backgrounds 

3. "Chat" boxes 

 

To maintain a clear and uninterrupted learning space for all, you should keep your microphone 

muted unless invited by the instructor to speak. You should follow instructors’ directions about 

the use of the “chat” function on remote learning platforms. 

 

Language 

Conformément à la Charte des droits de l’étudiant de l’Université McGill, chaque étudiant a le 

droit de soumettre en français ou en anglais tout travail écrit devant être noté. 

 

In accord with McGill University’s Charter of Students’ Rights, students in this course have the 

right to submit in English or in French any written work that is to be graded.  

 



http://www.mcgill.ca/students/srr/honest/
http://www.mcgill.ca/students/srr/honest/
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Schedule of Classes 

 

Please read the assigned material BEFORE you view the corresponding lecture. You should do 

the reading, watch the lectures, and do your weekly response before your weekly conference. 

 

 

Week 1 (September 2-4) 
 

Lecture 1: Introduction 

 

Why do we care about statues? 2020. The Inquiry, BBC World Service Podcast. June 25. 

 

Final Report, Working Group on Commemoration and Renaming, McGill University, 

December 2018. 

 

 

Lecture 2: What and Where is Memory? 

 

Aristotle. 2000. On Memory and Reminiscence. J. I. Beare (trans.). 

 

Basso, Keith. 1988. “Speaking with names”: Language and landscape among the Western 

Apache. Cultural Anthropology, 3(2): 99-130. 130. 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/w3cszl3k
/provost/files/provost/final_report_working_group_commemoration_and_renaming.pdf
https://anthrosource-onlinelibrary-wiley-com.proxy3.library.mcgill.ca/doi/abs/10.1525/can.1988.3.2.02a00010
https://anthrosource-onlinelibrary-wiley-com.proxy3.library.mcgill.ca/doi/abs/10.1525/can.1988.3.2.02a00010
http://journals.sagepub.com/doi/abs/10.1177/1468795X030032002
http://www.jstor.org/stable/2928520?seq=1#page_scan_tab_contents
http://porterszucs.pl/2016/12/10/historians-politics-memory/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/outlook/slavery-history-virginia-textbook/2020/07/31/d8571eda-d1f0-11ea-8c55-61e7fa5e82ab_story.html
https://www.washingtonpost.com/outlook/slavery-history-virginia-textbook/2020/07/31/d8571eda-d1f0-11ea-8c55-61e7fa5e82ab_story.html
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https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/pdf/10.1177/0002764205277011
http://www.tandfonline.com/doi/pdf/10.1080/17449050903564845?needAccess=true
http://www.tandfonline.com/doi/pdf/10.1080/17449050903564845?needAccess=true
https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/historians-question-trumps-choice-of-heroes-for-national-garden-monument/2020/07/04/4a33932a-be33-11ea-80b9-40ece9a701dc_story.html
https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/historians-question-trumps-choice-of-heroes-for-national-garden-monument/2020/07/04/4a33932a-be33-11ea-80b9-40ece9a701dc_story.html
http://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1111/j.1467-8306.1979.tb01262.x
http://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/1464936032000137975
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/full/10.1177/1750698016645266
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/full/10.1177/1750698016645266
http://www.harvarddesignmagazine.org/issues/9/memory-and-counter-memory
http://www.harvarddesignmagazine.org/issues/9/memory-and-counter-memory
http://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/13642529.2013.858448
http://www.tandfonline.com/doi/pdf/10.1080/13602365.2012.746035?needAccess=true
http://www.tandfonline.com/doi/pdf/10.1080/13602365.2012.746035?needAccess=true
https://video-alexanderstreet-com.proxy3.library.mcgill.ca/watch/maya-lin-a-strong-clear-vision
http://www.jstor.org/stable/2781381?seq=1#page_scan_tab_contents
http://www.jstor.org/stable/2781381?seq=1#page_scan_tab_contents
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Week 5 (September 28 – October 2) 
 

Lecture 10: Museums and Memory 

 

Bennett, Tony. 1988. “The exhibitionary complex.” New Formations 4: 73-102. 

 

Gardner, James. 2004. “Contested terrain: History, museums, and the public,” The Public 

Historian 26(4): 11-21. 

 

 

Lecture 11: Redressing Colonial Alienation: The Role of Museums 

Guest lecturer: Prof. Catherine Lu 

 

Fanon, Franz. (2008) [1952]. “Introduction” and “The Negro and Language,” in Black 

skin, white masks. London: Pluto: 1-27. 

 

Césaire, Aimé. (2007) [1955]. “Discourse on Colonialism,” in Discourse on Colonialism 

Marlborough, England: 35-46. 

 

 

 

Week 6 (October 5-9)  
Analytic Essay Due October 5 

 

Lecture 12: Gender and Commemoration 

 

Weresh, Melissa. 2018. "Gauzy allegory and the construction of gender." William and 

Mary Journal of Race, Gender, and Social Justice, 25(1), 7-58. 

 

Fox, Nicole. 2019. “Memory in Interaction: Gender-Based Violence, Genocide, and 

Commemoration," Signs: Journal of Women in Culture and Society 45(1): 123-148.  

 

 Khromeychuk, Olga. 2016. "

http://banmarchive.org.uk/collections/newformations/04_73.pdf
http://www.jstor.org/stable/10.1525/tph.2004.26.4.11?seq=1#page_scan_tab_contents
https://heinonline.org/HOL/Page?handle=hein.journals/wmjwl25&div=6&g_sent=1&casa_token=&collection=journals
https://www.journals.uchicago.edu/doi/full/10.1086/703498
https://www.journals.uchicago.edu/doi/full/10.1086/703498
https://www.opendemocracy.net/en/odr/what-place-for-women-in-ukraine-s-memory-politics/
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/08/06/arts/design/suffragist-19th-amendment-central-park.html
http://journals.sagepub.com/doi/pdf/10.1177/1750698007083889


http://www.oxfordscholarship.com/view/10.1093/acprof:oso/9780199375134.001.0001/acprof-9780199375134-chapter-2
http://eprints.bournemouth.ac.uk/23139/1/Public%20memory,%20commemoration%20and%20transitional%20justice%20(Light%20and%20Young%202015).pdf
http://eprints.bournemouth.ac.uk/23139/1/Public%20memory,%20commemoration%20and%20transitional%20justice%20(Light%20and%20Young%202015).pdf
https://99percentinvisible.org/episode/the-falling-of-the-lenins/
http://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1111/1467-8306.00303
http://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1111/1467-8306.00303
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/09668136.2019.1648765
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/09668136.2019.1648765
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-558Zjr0LBk
http://eng.globalaffairs.ru/number/World-War-II-in-European-Memory-17699
https://www.ponarseurasia.org/memo/nationalizing-russian-war-memory-2014


http://www.tandfonline.com/doi/pdf/10.1080/23745118.2016.1261435?needAccess=true
http://www.tandfonline.com/doi/pdf/10.1080/23745118.2016.1261435?needAccess=true
http://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/00905990802080646
http://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/00905990802080646
https://www.researchgate.net/profile/Agnes_Eross2/publication/308993779_In_memory_of_victims_Monument_and_counter-monument_in_Liberty_Square_Budapest/links/57fd11d508ae49db47552457.pdf
https://www.researchgate.net/profile/Agnes_Eross2/publication/308993779_In_memory_of_victims_Monument_and_counter-monument_in_Liberty_Square_Budapest/links/57fd11d508ae49db47552457.pdf
https://muse.jhu.edu/article/612521/summary
https://muse.jhu.edu/article/612521/summary
https://www.jstor.org/stable/40600463
https://www.jstor.org/stable/40600463
https://www.washingtonpost.com/graphics/2020/national/confederate-monuments/?utm_campaign=wp_post_most&utm_medium=email&utm_source=newsletter&wpisrc=nl_most
https://www.washingtonpost.com/graphics/2020/national/confederate-monuments/?utm_campaign=wp_post_most&utm_medium=email&utm_source=newsletter&wpisrc=nl_most
https://www.csmonitor.com/USA/Society/2020/0617/Can-Richmond-imagine-a-future-without-Robert-E.-Lee
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/06/28/us/mississippi-flag-confederacy.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/06/28/us/mississippi-flag-confederacy.html
https://www.washingtonpost.com/local/virginia-politics/miss-confederacy-statue-removed-as-workers-rid-richmond-of-confederate-icons/2020/07/08/2a69600a-c127-11ea-b4f6-cb39cd8940fb_story.html
https://www.washingtonpost.com/local/virginia-politics/miss-confederacy-statue-removed-as-workers-rid-richmond-of-confederate-icons/2020/07/08/2a69600a-c127-11ea-b4f6-cb39cd8940fb_story.html
http://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.2747/0272-3638.23.1.31
http://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.2747/0272-3638.23.1.31
http://journals.sagepub.com/doi/pdf/10.1191/1474474002eu250oa
http://journals.sagepub.com/doi/pdf/10.1191/1474474002eu250oa
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https://www.washingtonpost.com/goingoutguide/museums/a-powerful-new-memorial-to-u-vas-enslaved-workers-reclaims-lost-lives-and-forgotten-narratives/2020/08/12/7be63e66-dc03-11ea-b205-ff838e15a9a6_story.html
https://www.washingtonpost.com/goingoutguide/museums/a-powerful-new-memorial-to-u-vas-enslaved-workers-reclaims-lost-lives-and-forgotten-narratives/2020/08/12/7be63e66-dc03-11ea-b205-ff838e15a9a6_story.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2011/08/23/us/23mlk.html
https://www.washingtonpost.com/local/seven-days-after-protesters-first-gathered-in-washington-the-uprising-is-far-from-finished/2020/06/04/b857a1f0-a602-11ea-b473-04905b1af82b_story.html
https://www.washingtonpost.com/local/seven-days-after-protesters-first-gathered-in-washington-the-uprising-is-far-from-finished/2020/06/04/b857a1f0-a602-11ea-b473-04905b1af82b_story.html
http://www.jstor.org/stable/43560271?seq=1#page_scan_tab_contents
http://www.jstor.org/stable/43560271?seq=1#page_scan_tab_contents
http://www.jstor.org/stable/10.1525/tph.2008.30.1.81?seq=1#page_scan_tab_contents
http://www.jstor.org/stable/10.1525/tph.2008.30.1.81?seq=1#page_scan_tab_contents
https://www.hjnews.com/allaccess/we-are-a-testament-shoshone-commemorate-bear-river-massacre-anniversary/article_fd98fdc9-b4fa-5ed6-a909-7d8f5681c787.html
https://www.hjnews.com/allaccess/we-are-a-testament-shoshone-commemorate-bear-river-massacre-anniversary/article_fd98fdc9-b4fa-5ed6-a909-7d8f5681c787.html
https://muse.jhu.edu/article/605058
/Users/Juliet/Dropbox/MMP%202020%20-%20Fall%20(REMOTE)/MPP%20Syllabus%20-%20Fall%202020/Civilization%20museum's%20$25M%20rebranding%20to%20focus%20on%20history
http://www.theglobeandmail.com/arts/art-and-architecture/the-new-canadian-museum-of-history-whose-history-will-it-tell/article6390494/?page=all
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/ottawa/ex-museum-ceo-calls-proposed-mandate-narrow-and-parochial-1.1365609
http://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/ottawa/canadian-museum-of-history-plans-revealed-1.1389617
http://www.historymuseum.ca/wp-content/uploads/2015/09/research-strategy.pdf
https://www.macleans.ca/news/canada/written-by-the-victors/
http://www.theglobeandmail.com/arts/art-and-architecture/kate-taylor-the-canadian-museum-of-history-seeks-a-new-narrative/article29572939/
http://www.theglobeandmail.com/arts/art-and-architecture/museum-of-canadian-history-puts-a-new-twist-on-national-history/article32072728/


https://www.theglobeandmail.com/news/politics/canadian-museum-of-history-aims-to-avoid-cbcs-pitfalls-with-new-exhibit/article35094517/
https://www.hilltimes.com/2017/06/28/canadian-history-museum-unveils-new-depiction-canadas-story-15000-years/111939
https://www.unwrittenhistories.com/guest-post-new-canadian-history-hall-review/
https://www.theglobeandmail.com/opinion/article-canada-has-a-long-documented-history-of-racism-and-racial/
/Users/benjaminforest/Dropbox/MMP%202018/MPP-syllabi_2018/.%20http:/montrealgazette.com/news/local-news/black-rock-folo
/Users/benjaminforest/Dropbox/MMP%202018/MPP-syllabi_2018/.%20http:/montrealgazette.com/news/local-news/black-rock-folo
https://globalnews.ca/news/7049120/montreal-john-a-macdonald-statue-removal-petition/
https://globalnews.ca/news/7049120/montreal-john-a-macdonald-statue-removal-petition/
https://globalnews.ca/video/rd/2c35bc30-ab6a-11ea-b355-0242ac110003/
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/j.1931-0846.1997.tb00061.x/abstract
https://daily.jstor.org/can-we-use-art-to-warn-future-humans-about-radioactive-waste/
https://nyti.ms/2t3bw0k
http://www.atlasobscura.com/places/rulison-nuclear-test-site
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