
McGill University          Fall 2021 
Department of Political Science 
 
 

POLI 336 �² Le Québec et le Canada 

 
 
Professor:  Éric Bélanger       Tuesdays and Thursdays 

cultural diversity within the 
country.  The development of Quebecois nationalism will be analyzed, together with the 
construction of national memories by the elites through both political rhetoric and the arts.  
Proposed institutional and non-institutional means of bridging the gap between the two 
groups will be assessed. 
 
(Prerequisites: POLI 221 or POLI 222 or POLI 226, or permission of instructor.  A reading 
knowledge of French is required.) 

s work-in-progress on their research paper (15 minutes each; 
up to eight students per week depending on total enrollment). 
 
As this course is also linked to the Minor in Quebec Studies and Community-
Engaged Learning, you will have the opportunity to participate in an Experiential 
Community-Engaged Learning and Research [ExCELR] project with a Montreal 
community organization for 5 hours a week during 8 weeks (total of 40 hours) to 
implement the knowledge gained from our readings and discussions. 
 
With the financial help of CEWIL, 5 students in POLI 336 (and 10 in



wanting an ExCELR placement, why this is important to your McGill learning, and the 
reason for choosing a particular organization.  Selection is also based on interviews, first with 
Professor Éric Bélanger, Mr. Stéphan Gervais and Professor Mary Anne Poutanen, and 
second with representatives of the identified community organization.  A provisional timeline 
of activities associated with ExCELR is provided below: 

Week of Sept. 20: Placement interviews 
Sept. 23: Student selection 
Week of Sept. 27: Placements begin 
Week of Oct. 4: 1st workshop on Online Community-Engaged Learning Module 
Week of Oct. 11: View and use of Online Learning Module 
Week of Nov. 1: 2nd workshop on O0000912 0 612 792 re
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- community partner evaluation at end of term will be considered in your 
assessment 

- includes instructor evaluation and community-placement attendance 
 

ExCELR Reflection Journals: 20%.  Every two weeks, you will be required to respond 
to structured questions (provided by the instructor) about your ExCELR experience. 

- done through MyCourses Discussion tool 
- 300 words maximum (5 points each) 
- questions are guided and purposeful: helping students promote a deeper 

understanding of course subject matter and its relation to their community 
placement experiences while helping develop thinking towards your final paper. 

 

ExCELR Presentation: 10%. 

- If you choose to do the ExCELR option for this course, you will be required to 
give a 10-minute presentation in one of the last classes on your experience at your 
community placement. Your goal will be to convey all aspects of the ExCELR 
experience to the class. You will discuss the organization, its purpose, what you 
have learned as a result of the placement, the challenges you faced, etc., and you 
will be expected to answer questions from your classmates. You will also want to 
make some links between what �Z�H�·�Y�H���O�H�D�U�Q�H�G���L�Q���F�Oass and what you experienced. 

 

Final Paper and Executive Summary: 50%. 

- Rather than submitting a research essay, you are required to submit a reflection 



Required Readings 
Most of the readings are journal articles or book chapters that can be found online, either via 
the links embedded in this syllabus or as downloadable documents on MyCourses.  The 
remaining readings are to be found in the following book: Ian Morrison, Moments of Crisis: 
Religion and National Identity in Quebec, UBC Press, 2019 (the book is available as an electronic 
version and can also be accessed through McGill WorldCat; the paperback version is available 
for purchase at the Le James Bookstore at 680 Sherbrooke Street West). 
 
 
Course Outline 
 
 
Week 1:  Intr oduction and Organization  (September 2) 

 
Week 2:  Canadian Federalism and Quebec  (September 7) 

Macdonald, � Śpeech on the Quebec Resolutions�µ (1865) 

McRoberts, � Ćanada and the Multinational State,�µ��Canadian Journal of 
Political Science 34:4 (2001) 

Breton�����Śocial History of French-English Relations in Canada�µ, in 
Ethnic Relations in Canada (2005) 

�$�Q�G�H�U�V�R�Q�����´Federalism and Secessionism: Institutional Influences on 
Nationalist Politics in Quebec�µ����Nationalism and Ethnic Politics 13:2 
(2007) 

 
�Î  September 9: Presentation of ExCELR option in class (please 

have a 



Week 4:  Interpreting Quebec�·



Week 7:  Study break [No class on October 15] 

 
Week 8:  Shared and Divergent Values  (October 19-21) 

Trudeau�����T́he Values of a Just Society�µ, in Towards a Just Society (1990) 

�7�D�\�O�R�U�����´Shared and Divergent Values�µ, in Reconciling the Solitudes (1993) 

Fournier and Medeiros�����´


