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editorial
James Reath and Edward Ross

One archaic use of the word ñgreenò is particularly ýtting for mod-
ern times. In the 14th century it meant ñto desire earnestly, long 

after, for, or to do somethingò (OED). In these uncertain times of 
environmental instability, agitated by a political class conýned to 

the concerns of corporationsô content to defend temporal proýt mar-
gins over the maintenance of a global ecosystem, the foundation 

of the foundation of environmentalism is very much rooted in just 
such an earnest desire for us ñto do something,ò to do anything.

That McGill has decided to continue to invest in fossil fuels is 
shameful, but unsurprising. The Principal and her CAMSR coterie, 

have reasoned that the weight of the shame will not outweigh the 
various ýnancial ñbeneýts.ò It is our job now to convince them that 

the shame cannot be so easily swept aside. 

This overwhelming consensus for action, that stands in deýance to 
the passivity of a powerful few, is quietly evidenced in this edition 
of Radix. From the short experimental stories of Alexandre Daigle, 
Niketan Valapakam, and Andi Antal, and the poetry of Mackenzie, 

Farah Islam, Lucas Garett, Heydar Ensha, Yelu Zhang, and Edward 
Ross, to the statements from societies including Divest McGill, 

The Socialist Fightback Student Association, and EcoSikh. Special 
thanks should also go to Nicole Zhu for providing the cover photo, 

to Amber Hardiman for creating the horoscopes, and to M®lanie 
Asenault and Charlotte Zaininger for providing such wonderful 

images.

We hope you enjoy.

James and Edward
(Co-Editors)

 other than sorrow or joy. Love is beyond either condition: without spring,         

James is a first-year graduate student in 
English Literature.

The cover art, Lost Garden, was made by Nicole Zhu, 
a U2 Marketing and Information System student, and 
a freelance graphic designer based in Montreal.



tree of life
Alexandre Daigle





When the air does laugh with our merry wit, And the green hill laughs with the 

Standing there with all its mightðmy Tree of Life. Naturally pulled closer 
and closer, I sit under the embrace of the shaded canopy; already a þourishing 
feeling of familiarity and equanimity. In this cove, whispers of love. Radiating 
with light, woody aroma of delight. A taste of its fruitðinstantaneously a great 
healing is produced. This past inner gray of dismay transmuted into green, at 
last pure and clean. A reconnection to a profound inspiration. A reconciliation 
with my natural disposition. A return to my roots; Iôve found my truth...
óôI see that you are back, tree.ôô
ñYes and free.ôô
óôHow come youôre covered in dirt?ôô
ñIôve been searching. Iôve been digging. To the middle of the Earth.ôô
óôDid you ýnd what you were looking for?ôô
...
óôWhy are you back?ôô



 noise of it.” - William Blake • “The green revolution has an entirely different 

the (im)perfect self
Farah Islam

My soul is tempted by the devil 
My spirit is saturated with desire  

And my body is a prisoner to its cravings

I am the imperfect self

I am drowning into my þaws
I am devoured by my imperfections

And I am fully consumed by my obsessions

I am the imperfect self

My soul is captured by an angel  
My spirit is saturated with purity 

And my body is a prisoner to You 

I am the perfect self

I am drowning into my passion
I am devoured by my infatuation 
And I am fully consumed by You 

I am the perfect self   

Farah Islam is a U3 Psychology student from Montreal 
who has a passion for learning about World Religions. 



 meaning to most people in the affluent nations of the privileged world than to 



those in the developing nations of the forgotten world.” - Norman Borlaug • “I 



long for the countryside. That’s where I get my calm and tranquillity - from being 

divest mcgill statement
On March 23, 2016, McGillôs Board of Governors rejected fossil fuel divest-



twice as often as any other industry.
Certain fossil fuel companies have ýnanced well-documented disinformation  

campaigns that go against the mission of McGill University, which aims to fur-
ther the dissemination of knowledge and render service to society.

For nearly three decades talented leadersðincluding legislative and shareholder 
advocatesðhave implored political and industry leaders to take serious action 

on climate change.
The fossil fuel industryôs lobbying, advertising, campaign ýnancing, infrastruc-

ture, and exploration spending has a signiýcant chance of profoundly worsening 
the climate crisis.

It is no longer ethical to proýt from companies engaged in these behaviours.

Divestment:
In the past, when our communities (including McGill) decided that proýting 
from certain economic activities was incompatible with our values (from the 

tobacco industry to racial apartheid), divestment made a meaningful difference 
not just in corporate thought and action but also in the political realm, resulting 



thing, green in literature another. Nature and letters seem to have a natural       

Edward Ross is a U2 Religious Studies and Classics student from 
Cornwall, Ontario with interests in spirituality and papercraft, 
and also Co-Editor of Radix Magazine.



growth
Edward Ross

 antipathy; bring them together and they tear each other to pieces.” - Virginia 

The breeze flows by,
and I bend to the side.
The sun warms my face,
so I spread my petals wide.

The energy flows down
from my face to the stem.
Around it tumbles and stirs
lightening me like a gem.

I stretch my long leaves
as far as they will go.
Draw more light in my arms,
and it joins the energy flow.

My feet are below me
in a deep, rich darkness.
They search near and far
for nutrients I must harness.

When they find those I need,
these small drops of life,
I draw them inside me,
a useful tool like a knife.

The parts that I take
I let flow through my body.
They mix and they blend.
All of their strength I embody.

This new power spreads 
through my legs, feet, and head.
I no longer feel small.
I am growing much larger instead.

I am greater than before,
but now I must give back.
I release oxygen in the air
as a thank you for this snack.



Niketan Valapakam is a U2 management student from 
Bangalore, India with interest in social entrepreneurship 

and mystical spirituality.
Woolf • “And the needles of the pine trees, freshly washed to a deep, rich green, 

a continuing: tale, question
Niketan Valapakam

I donôt know if you folks have heard but there is going to be a remake 
of óThe Jungle bookô!!! Watching the trailer, I was able to absorb the 
metaphoric signiýcance of each character, while recalling how my six-



shimmered with droplets that blinked like clear crystals.” - Billie Letts • “Our 

marxism on environmentalism, 
morality, and religion

Socialist Fightback Student Association

Environmentalism is currently a hot-button issue and all religious traditions 
have had something to say on the matter.  Unfortunately, we tend to ignore that 
there are complex secular systems of thought that can add to the conversation.  
One such view is Marxism, of which most people only have the vaguest of un-
derstanding.  So, to get a better handle of Marxismôs positions on environmen-

talism, morality, and religion, we reached out to the Socialist Fightback Student 
Association.  While their piece canôt claim to speak for all Marxists, it does 

offer a fascinating glimpse into this ideology.					   
	 G.Y.H.

Marxism and the Environment
The environmental crisis is one of the most serious crises that we have ever 

faced. From a Marxist point of view, the root cause is the fact that the means of 
production are owned by a tiny minority of individuals who produce for proýt. 

This is why there is a constant downward pressure on wages and beneýts for 
workers but it is also the reason why horrible environmentally destructive prac-



that any ósolutionô that they agree upon does not hinder the proýteering of the 



-ism and build a socialist society where human beings can live in harmony with 
each other and their environment.

Marxism and Religion
Religion developed during a certain epoch in the development of humankind 

in which humans were struggling to understand the world around them. It has 
therefore been subject to the same material forces that impact, inþuence, and 
shape all ideas in our society. Christianity for example developed as a move-

ment of the poor and the oppressed against the domination of the Roman 
empire. This can be seen in many progressive aspects of early Christian texts 

which contain communistic ideas. But once the ruling class of the time adopted 
Christianity as the ofýcial state religion, it became manipulated and distorted in 
order to morally defend the rule and exploitation of the ruling classes. This led 

to splits in the Christian movement, the most notable being the split between 
Protestantism (coming from the word ñprotestò) and Catholicism which was the 

product of a peasant rebellion against the feudal lords and the Vatican which 
was the ideological justiýcation for their domination. More recently, weôve seen 

the development of liberation theology in Latin America as a result of a revolt 
of the lower classes which led to a split of the lower clergy (which was closer to 
the poor) with the Vatican and the catholic ofýcialdom. Therefore, from a Marx-
ist point of view, religion is nothing more than a human creation and is therefore 

subject to all of the same material class pressures of society as everything else. 
Marxism is an atheistic philosophy. Therefore, we do not philosophically agree 

with anyone who believes in a supernatural being that suspends the laws of 
nature or responds to prayers etc. However, the majority of the working class 
of the world is religious in one sense or another and we believe that any phil-
osophical disagreement is secondary to the need to unite and ýght against the 

common enemy in the ruling class which cynically uses religion to divide us so 
that they can continue to proýt, rule over us, and destroy the planet. Actually, 
we believe that religious individuals should also be in favour of socialism for 

the betterment of their own religion. Freeing society from the domination of the 
capitalists would also free religion from the distortion and mutilation of religion 
by the ruling class. On top of this, a socialist system would allow us to provide 
free education, free public daycares, free public green transportation, good jobs 

for all, and a shorter work week without loss of pay. Heaven on earth! This 
would free up millions of ordinary people to be involved in art, culture, politics, 

philosophy, religion, and spirituality.

- Mehmet Murat Ildan • “The landscape here was strange. It was some type of 

The Socialist Fightback Student Association, a local chapter of the Marxist orga-
nization, Socialist Fightback, seeks to analyse historical and current events from 
a Marxist perspective. They can be contacted on Facebook ("Socialist Fightback at 
McGill and Concordia") or by email at fightback@marxist.ca.







 narrowing as they rose.” - Stephan von Clinkerhoffen • “The courtyard kept 

The above photo was provided by Charlotte Zaininger.



 changing, dazzling her with the flowers that bloomed between one day and the 

closed curved circles
Heydar Ensha

everything is gestation and then birthing
everything that Iôve said now

has been said before
and will be said again

sticks were thrown and
they came back curved 

with suburban worry
unsure how to throw themselves

a cosmic joke, an inýnite jest
who knows, but whoôs to say

the only thing we know is that we know nothing and
linear time heals all

feel not as though it’s a sphere we live on
rather an inýnite plane 

which has the illusion of leading yourself 
back to the point of origin

it takes a village to raise a child
Mama Rossi gave birth to three sons 

who became butchers
they went to school in various cities and states

 
they read Rainer Maria Wilkes and listen to Reggie Watts and

moss continues to grow

In 2008, Heydar Ensha went to South 
Dakota, USA.



 next, with the bare branches of trees that were swollen with the buds of new 



 leaves and then fuzzed with green. Every day, she drove a familiar road through 





beat
Nadia Garfunkel

Circadian circles
We twist

 
Once upon an age of late nights and early mornings

When we became Americaôs most wanting
 

Rhythmic realms
We push

 
The walls that we are pinned against are the ones that we’ll knock down

When we become Americaôs most wanted 

I like their naive indecisive minds never knowing exactly when to stop chirping, 

The above illustration is called Metamorphosis by Mélanie Arsenault, 
a U1 International Development student from Montreal whose art is a 

reflection of herself and her spirituality. 

Nadia G. is a U3 International Development student 
from New Jersey, USA, with interests in art and edu-
cational development. 



 and I envy their ability to be able to mingle with the green…” - Munia Khan • 

our arboreal habitat
Lucas Garrett

To that island in the west, then,
where the sun once set
into ancient cedars,
and years passed by
unnumbered,
in every nameless grove,

when we were new,
before the individual
had been invented,
together without identity
in primordial anonymity,
effortlessly,

before the trees met the fate
of becoming substrate
for consumable contemporary text,

through every effort
to there may we return. 

Lucas Garrett is a first year Religious Studies 
student interested in the commonalities of human 

happiness.

The above photo was taken by Charlotte Zaininger.



“Where have all the flowers of old Singapore gone? Gone, one would imagine, 

we should, we can, we must
Julian Paparella



with the old folks and homes” - Thien • “When the grass is greener at other 

the night before spring
Yelu Zhang

In a world that is icy cold
Where can I ýnd some warmth?
My heart is numb and frozen
Really, do I still exist?
Please, if there is anyone out there,
All I need is a soothing touch,
A comforting pat on the head,
Or even just a glance of encouragement,
I donôt need much
To bloom beautifully 
In this dark, dark space,
But if you choose to ignore my silent pleas
I will simply wilt away.

Yelu is a U3 science student who lives in her own 
bubble of contemplation, yet silently leaves her 

footprints behind on this world.



people’s feet, it is not because the grass chose to take up that complexion. But it is 



 because, they have deliberately irrigated it on regular accounts.” - Israelmore 

being sikh is being green
Juss Kaur

Ten years ago, Sikh communities around the world celebrated the inau-
guration of the Cycle of Creation. The three-hundred-year long cycle will 
be a time for Sikhs to reþect upon and celebrate their relationship with 
the environment and all that Waheguru has provided. The past ten years 
have borne witness to remarkable steps taken by Sikhs around the globe. 
Sikhs are leaders in practicing organic and natural farming, building 
support for recycling programs, and targeting the socio-economic roots 
that plague the systemic nature of environmental injustice, among other 
things. Most, if not all of these efforts, share common inspiration that 
began with the revelations of Guru Nanak Dev Ji and continued through 
history up to the launch of Bhagat Puran Singhôs environmental aware-
ness campaign over ýfty years ago and the continued efforts of todayôs 
Sikh eco-pioneers. 
The EcoSikh initiative enables the Sikh community to address and re-
form the ecological problems that affect it most. However, every envi-
ronmental challengeðno matter where it exists in the worldð is con-
nected to all others and dependent on the actions of all. All faiths pass on 
wisdom, which instills respect for both tradition and heritage. It is from 
this inheritance that faiths can reþect on the present and see the potential 
for the future. The destruction of the natural environment - including the 
impact of climate changeð is probably the biggest challenge to the wel-
fare of all life on earth. It threatens the survival of all communities and 
puts the diversity and wonder of nature at risk. The ARC/UNDP Plans for 

Generational Change Project calls on 
all faith communities to create long-
term action plans, offering practical 
models of engagement with these 
great global issues. By working in 
solidarity with one another across 
all religious communities, we can 
address ecological problems in a 
comprehensive way. 
EcoSikh is an initiative that aims to 
build on this history and enable Sikh 
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classifieds
The Rabbit Hole Café 
Food for Thoughtôs vegan collective, 
The Rabbit Hole, cooks up vegan 
lunches every Friday at 1:00 p.m. 
The last lunch will be held on April 
15th. Drop by, pay a toonie, enjoy the 
company and eat up! All proceeds go 
towards maintaining this Yellow Door 
program (3625 Aylmer) along with 
their Food For Thought student food 
bank, sponsored by the McGill Ofýce 
of Religious and Spiritual Life.

Newman Centre
Newman Catholic Centre, 3484 Peel 
Street, is a home away from home 
for Catholic Students. Visit www.
newmancentre.org to ýnd out more 
about this centre for Catholic spiritual, 
social, and intellectual life on campus!

The McGill Office of Religious and 
Spiritual Life (MORSL)
MORSL, a proud member of McGill 
Student Services, is located in the 
Brown Building, suite 2100. Please 
feel free to stop by our Meditation/
Prayer Room any weekday from 
10:00am to 4:00pm! Youôll ýnd a 
full-spectrum light therapy lamp, CDôs 
for guided relaxation, a serene space 
with þoor pillows and meditation 
stools, and some suggestions on how 
to meditate in different traditions. Take 
time for some serenity and zenity! Stay 
connected with MORSL on Twitter @
SpiritualMcGill or like us on Face-
book: fb.com/morsl

McGill Student Parents’ Network
The MSPN provides a support net-
work for McGill students who are 
parents. We have grown! No longer 
based in the Ofýce of Religious and 
Spiritual Life, we are now housed with 
PGSS. We still offer regular ñStudy 
Saturdaysò at Thomson House, where 
parents can study while the kids enjoy 
free programming, and more. Interest-
ed families can contact the MSPN at  
mcgillspn@gmail.com.

Mid-Week Quaker Meetings
During the academic year, the Montre-



classifieds
Russian Orthodox and Ukrainian 
Orthodox Christian Students
Join our twice-monthly student meet-
ing, Orthodox Christian Fellowship! 
We also have monastery visits, picnics, 
and movie nights. Contact McGillôs 
Orthodox chaplain, Father Ihor for 
details: ikutash@gmail.com.

Mondays at MORSL
The Ofýce of Religious and Spiritual 
Life hosts ñMondays at MORSLò ï a 
variety of free Monday-night events, 
including art therapy, yoga, zen medi-
tation, Quaker meditation, Om medita-




