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ƻǊ Ƴƻƛǎǘ ǎƻƛƭΦ ¢ƘŜ Ǉƛƴƪ ƅƻǿŜǊǎΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǎƻƳŜǝƳŜǎ ǎƳŜƭƭ 
ƭƛƪŜ ŎƛƴƴŀƳƻƴΣ ŀǊŜ ŀǊǊŀƴƎŜŘ ƛƴ ƅŀǘ ǳƳōŜƭǎΦ ¦ƴƭƛƪŜ Ƴƻǎǘ 
ƻǘƘŜǊ ƳƛƭƪǿŜŜŘǎΣ ǎǿŀƳǇ ƳƛƭƪǿŜŜŘ ƛǎ ǎŜƭŦπŦŜǊǝƭƛȊƛƴƎΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ 
ǎǇŜŎƛŜǎ ƛǎ ǊŜƭŀǝǾŜƭȅ Ŝŀǎȅ ǘƻ ǘǊŀƴǎǇƭŀƴǘ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƛǘ ŘƻŜǎ ƴƻǘ 
ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ƭƻƴƎ ŎŜƴǘǊŀƭ ǘŀǇǊƻƻǘΦ 

Species from Central America

Tropical milkweed 
Asclepias curassavica 

¢Ƙƛǎ ƴƻƴπƴŀǝǾŜ ǎǇŜŎƛŜǎ ƛǎ 
ŀ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǊ ƎŀǊŘŜƴ ǾŀǊƛŜǘȅ 
ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƻŦ ƛǘǎ ǎƘƻǿȅ ǊŜŘΣ 
ƻǊŀƴƎŜ ŀƴŘ ȅŜƭƭƻǿ ƅƻǿŜǊǎ 
ŀƴŘ ƛǘǎ ŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ǘƻ ǊŜƳŀƛƴ 
ƛƴ ōƭƻƻƳ ŀƭƭ ǎǳƳƳŜǊΦ Lƴ ŀŘŘƛǝƻƴΣ ƛǘ ƛǎ ǊŜƭŀǝǾŜƭȅ Ŝŀǎȅ ǘƻ 
ǘǊŀƴǎǇƭŀƴǘ ŀƴŘ ƛǎ ŘŜŜǊ ŀƴŘ Ǌŀōōƛǘ ǊŜǎƛǎǘŀƴǘΦ

Pollination of the milkweed flower

¢ƘŜ Ǉƻƭƭƛƴŀǝƻƴ ƻŦ ƳƛƭƪǿŜŜŘ ƅƻǿŜǊǎ ƛǎ ŀ ŦŀǎŎƛƴŀǝƴƎ
ǇƘŜƴƻƳŜƴŀΦ ²ƘŜƴ ŀƴ ƛƴǎŜŎǘ ƭŀƴŘǎ ƻƴ ŀ ƅƻǿŜǊΣ ƛǘǎ ƭŜƎ 
ǎƭƛǇǎ ƛƴǘƻ ŀ ǎƭƛǘΦ LƴǎƛŘŜ ǘƘŜ ǎƭƛǘΣ ǘƘŜ ƛƴǎŜŎǘΩǎ ƭŜƎ ǿƛƭƭ ŎƻƳŜ 
ƛƴ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ ǿƛǘƘ ǎǝ ŀƴǎ ľ
ƛΦ ̿ ǿŜǊǎ ƭ
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