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  Widening Participation Committee Meeting 

Friday, March 27, 2020, 2:00-4:00 
Online meeting by Zoom|Montreal 

MINUTES 
 
Voting Members Present: Dr. Nicole Li-Jessen (Chair; SCSD, faculty rep); Ms. Jodi Tuck (Nursing, faculty rep); Prof. Caroline Storr (PT & OT, faculty 
rep); Dr. Loydie Majewska (Med, faculty teaching and research rep); Mr. Denburk Reidd (mbr-at-large); Salima Ramdani (MDCM student rep; 
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3. Approval of Minutes from November 2019 and January 2020 

Note to add to the January 2020 minutes: Dr. Majewska was on Zoom but unable to join the 
January WPC meeting.  

 
 

Approved by Caroline 
Storr and seconded by Jodi 
Tuck 
 

4. WPC Chair Update 

a. Health Canada grant on equipment purchase 
We have reached the third, last year of the Health Canada grant starting April 1, 
2020. WPC committee has purchased an ultrasound machine and suturing 
equipment for the development of new outreach workshops (Academic Immersion 
in Medicine - AIM) branching out from HOP with the remaining funds. Ownership 
and rental agreement have been concluded between SACE and AIM student 
leaders. The SACE Office will remain the owner of the equipment. Student leaders 
to provide program outputs and usage reports for the WPC and the Dialogue 
committee.  The use of the equipment should be on a sharing mode with the other 
health professional schools and projects.  
 
Feedback from the Dialogue committee on the equipment purchase: Focus should 
be on the rural component of the Dialogue project.  Student leaders should get 
students from other health professions involved in the project and should refer to 
the list of partners on the grant application. Dialogue project was designed to 
attract multiple health professions not only medicine and intended to target the 
English community network group (Eastern Montreal, Laval, Montreal, Montérégie, 
Lanaudière). The AIM project will be considered a pilot-project and student leaders 
should provide a good tracking of all their activities.  
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Ideas for the COVID-19 backup plan: Develop a series of modules similar to the 
ones developed by Ryerson University interactive. These modules are simulation 
games designed for nursing, but a lot of concepts and activities could be relevant 
to other health professions (virtual hospital).  
 
 
 
 
 
Strategies to reach out for the high schools: Find the right gatekeeper for in the 
different high schools to make a presentation on different opportunities in the 
health professions. Maybe considered going to private schools because there might 
be a possibility to reach out to low income and underrepresented populations. The 
actual list of contacts we have is mainly schools’ counselors and teachers. We need 
more help from the schools. Maybe head of the science department, we should 
focus not only on one contact. High school students could act as champions for 
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         e. WPC COVID-19 Plan: April 29 retreat 

The motion to postpone the April 29th retreat to the Fall duly made by Dr. Li-Jessen, 
seconded by Dr. Majewska and unanimously carried.  
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v. AIM ethical consideration 
Ethical form provided by the Simulation Center for the use of the ultrasound 
equipment on Med-students. Student leaders to adapt the template for the 
AIM project.  
 

6. Pathway Programs   

 The HOP program will be canceled this year because of the COVID-19 situation. HOP 
activities were supposed to take place in April but now are cancelled. The Explore camp will 
be online this year probably in the summer. An option is to reschedule the Explore camp to 
mid-August. The idea is also to give more time for the executive team to plan an online 
format. More students might be needed to develop online content. The relocation of the 
Explore camp in August is not an option. The executive team might need to refocus the 
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8. Student WPC (student members) 

 Motion of phasing out SWPC and rework TOR to include HOP and Explore leadership.  

 Terms of reference is clarified to members that each school has a student representative 
spot and is a voting member on WPC. However, there have been difficulties to find 
Medical, Dentistry and Nursing student reps to fill the spots.   

 Motion to change the terms of reference and add HOP and Explore student leaders as 
voting members made by NLJ.  

 

 

 

9. Admissions 

 The Admission Office focus for 2020 is on the rural population. 5 new positions were 
offered.  CASPER result will replace the MMIs that were supposed to take place in April. 
For the Indigenous students two possible candidates for 2020. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

NA 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
PC to follow up with Dr. 
Moss for the procedure to 
change the terms of 
reference.  
 
Jyayi Li, Maria 
Gueorguieva, Salima 
Ramdani to contact their 
student association 
president to create a 
student WPC 
representative role as part 
of their constitution. 

10. Varia 

 New promotional postcards for the outreach programs for the recruitment of volunteers 
for the different programs. Cards will be given during the orientation sessions.  

NLJ  
 
 
 
 
 

Meeting adjourned at 4:00. 


