Challenging the Existing Paradigm: How to
Transnationalize the Legal Curriculum
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I was absolutelv_delighted to be invited here todav, not onlv as a

Canadian, but as a Canadian from la province du Québec, a civil law
jurisdiction, to present on the topic of transnationalizing the legal
curriculum at an American association of law schools’ meeting. The fact
that you want to hear from someone from another jurisdiction and
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rather a transsystemic approach to legal education, meaning at its most

hoaocr Jaws] ik samia disow rb_dado s nmcmcerd Ebwma W Con ra v o - a) S —t

L

- W

=
legal system. The nub of what we have tried to do is to integrate
transnationalism_into our curriculum hv freeine the studv of law from

i

jurisdictional or systemic boundaries and thereby to broaden the
perspectives to that legal education, hopefully, along the way, developing
more agile legal minds in our students and more outward lookmg and

The McGill Program

Before I describe our program, let me outline the juridical reality in
Montreal, Québec, Canada where McGill is fortunate to be situated and

which,in large part, lends itself more paturallv to the peeds of this tvpe

of legal study. The Law Faculty finds itself smack in the middle of
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manner." When I was a student at McGill in the late ‘70s and early ‘80s,
in my first year, I took the course Civil Law Obligations, and in second
year, I took the equivalent courses of Common Law Contracts and Torts.
I graduated with an understanding of the world’s two major legal
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our course outlines, our teaching plans and our evaluations and I will
discuss this in more detail in the challenges portion of my presentation.
Suffice it_to_say at this inncture_that the nnmenclatyedo thatwgleoal
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systems does not correspond neatly, and doctrines in one system do not
necessarily relate to the other. Our classes are quite something to
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perspectives that is key to operating in a transsystemic world, it is that
these perspectives are linked to global systems of thought.

Apart from being intellectual stimulating and interesting, this vision
of legal education carries with it two great advantages. The first is that
by studying law from the perspective of a legal system, rather than from

the perspectlve of legal rules one gains the ability to work through a
= e . N ————————————————

understands its basic underlying traditions and elements. We recognize
that we can never expose our students to every jurisdiction in the world

but we belleve that even though the Belglan C1v1l Code may be dlfferent
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transsytemic approach and in order to demonstrate the multitude of
perspectives to which such an integrated study can expose one’s
students Hel ralso tey- to2shesmntlsat ahMcGilRewe 2 1096 019bg interested in
havine a multitude of nersnectives to legal issues or auestions. we also
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helpful, but how realistic is that.
T ey y gl @y et a0 rdespanvie e (AT dlecs s

an issue that has been raised throughout the day in the various break-out
sessions. One way to achieve this, of course, is to hire professors who
have been trained in both civil and common law, and I liked Peter
Strauss’ suggestion that U.S. schools should start raiding McGill! But
we want td*beOpeilfstic #hdelnamh not sure theut i$8p6HYE- #80happen. 1
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absolutely no control on the tuition fees that we charge. Suffice it to say
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teaching materials is another way to overcome some of the challenges as
I am not sure that anybody can prepare transsystemic teaching materials
on their own, or do so as well as they could without the collaboration of
other colleagues.

Joint research projects is both a way of overcoming challenges, as
well as a reward for moving in this direction, since transnationalism, as
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research. Working on joint research projects with other colleagues leads
to a greater appreciation and knowledge of different approaches,
different sets of knowledge and, of course, different perspectives.

Participation in exchange programs and international consortia, as
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Remember, the goal of transnationalism is not to become more like the

§L. but to learn more about the other and._in the process. lgarn_more
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exchange as well. I am not sure that we actually have enough faculty
exchanges. We benefit enormously from students crossing borders but I
also think that there is a need for faculty to cross borders as well.

Rewards
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them out with one or two interesting facts. On the student side of things,
our admissions picture has never looked better due to this unique and
valuable product we now offer. Our applicant pool has increased by

64% since the inception of the program. Our vield ratio (which is the
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having new eyes.” That is what I think integrating transnational
perspectives into the curriculum is all about. I invite you all to think
about ways of incorporating new eyes from different cultures, different
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