McGillUniversity’sFacultyof Lawandthe PeterMacKellChairin Federalismare proudto announcethe
creationof the Baxter FamilyCompetitionon Federalismwhichhasbeenmadepossiblethroughthe
generoussupportof RachelBaxter, BSc’84BCL’'8&nd ColinBaxter, BCL'90LLB’90who both
practicelaw in Ottawa,ascorporateand litigation counselrespectively.

Theoverarchinggoalof this prestigiousbi annualessaycompetitionisto advanceresearchandfoster
informeddebateon federalismby law students,aswell aslaw PhDcandidatesjunior legalscholarsand
junior lawyersfrom aroundthe world.

Competitionfinalistswill be givenan opportunity to presenttheir papersat a Symposiunorganizedoy
the McGillFacultyof Law,in Montrealin the springof 2017.

Prizeswill be awardedby an InternationalJury.Firsty secondrandthird placewinnerswill receiveprizes
of $5,00Q $3,000and $1,000respectively.

Participantsareinvited to submitanoriginalessayrelatedto anaspectof federaltheory
the past,presentandfuture of Canadiarfederalismfrom comparativeanglesare

particularly
encouraged.

While essaysandiscussanyone of a wide rangeof topicsrelatedto federalism the organizersf the
BaxterFamilyCompetitionon Federalisnare particularlyinterestedin submissiongenteredon two
particularaspectsof the “federal phenomenon”:

1. Thepotential and challengesof federal constitutional designfor complexmulti tingual, multi r
cultural and multinational societies,includingthose with mixedlegalsystemsand/or those
seekingpost conflict reconciliation.

Inthis context,essaysnayaddressjuestionssuchas:

x Doesfederalismmeetits promiseof promotingtoleranceand mutual respectbetweendiverse
groups:If so,why andhow?If not, why not?



X Arecertain



Prize:Firstplace:Can$ 5,000;Secondblace:Can$3,000;Thirdplace:Can$1,000.

Deadlinefor Submissiorof EssaysSeptember30,2016,at 13h00,EasternStandardTime(Montreal
time).

Announcementgo be madein January2017.Winnerswill be invited to presentat a Symposiunto
be held at McGillUniversityin the springof 2017.

Criteriafor



