
 
RENÉ PROVO

 

EDUCATION 
 
 

University of Oxford - St.Antony's College (Sept. 1992- Dec. 98): 
Doctor of Philosophy (D.Phil.), 1998 
Thesis:  "Human Rights and Humanitarian Law:  Fusion or Confusion?" (directed by Professor Sir Ian Brownlie QC). 
Funding: Fond pour la formation de chercheurs et l'aide à la recherche, Doctoral Fellowship; Canadian Centennial Scholarship; 
Committee of Vice-Chancellors and Principals of the Universities of the United Kingdom, Overseas Research Award; IODE-

  Canada, War Memorial Scholarship 
 

University of California at Berkeley School of Law (Boalt Hall) (Aug. 1990 to May 1991): 
Master of Laws (LL.M.), 1991. 
Thesis: "Stretching the Long Arm of the Law:  Legitimacy of Judicial Power to Reform Public Institutions in Canada - A 
Comparative Analysis of the Law of Structural Injunctions in Canada and the U.S.A." 
Funding: Social Sciences and Humanities Research Council of Canada, Doctoral Fellowship; Canadian Institute for Advanced 
Legal Studies Scholarship (decl.); Fond pour la formation de chercheurs et l'aide à la recherche, Master's Degree Fellowship 



  Lady Davis Visiting Professor 
 
 Universidad Torcuato di Tella, Escuela de derecho, Buenos Aires, Argentina (July 2010-July 2011) 
  Visiting Professor 
 

Lawyers' Committee for Human Rights (New York) (spring 1992): 
Volunteer attorney (full time). 
Accredited observer for the Lawyers' Committee at the 44th session of the United Nations Human Rights Committee in New York 
(March-April 1992). 

 
Lehigh University, Department of International Relations (Pennsylvania) (fall 1991): 

Adjunct Lecturer in International Law. 
Teaching:  Principles of Public International Law. 

 
Human Rights Watch (New York) (July - September 1991):  

Volunteer research attorney (full time). 
Wrote a 187-page report on various legal aspects of the Iraq-Kuwait conflict. 

 
Supreme Court of Canada (May 1989 - May 1990): 

Law clerk to the Honourable Justice Claire L'Heureux-Dubé. 
 

Stikeman, Elliott (Montréal) (May 1987 - Sept. 1987;  May 1988 - April 1989): 
Summer and part-time associate, civil litigation and corporate law sections. 

 
 

PUBLICATIONS 
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“The move to Substantive Equality in International Humanitarian Law” (2012) 882 INTERNATIONAL REVIEW OF THE R
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(P.I.) Canadian International Development Agency, International Youth Internships Programme grant, 2007-2008, $45,000 
 
(P.I.) Canadian International Development Agency, International Youth Internships Programme grant, 2008-2009, $45,000 
 
Swiss Initiative for the 60th Anniversary of the Universal Declaration on Human Rights, 2008-2009, €30,000 (shared) 
 
(P.I.) Social Sciences and Humanities Research Council of Canada Team Research Grant 2010-2014, $118,000 
 
(P.I.) Department of Foreign Affairs and International Trade, Global Peace and Security Fund Program 2010-2013, $110,344 
 
(P.I.) Ministère des Relations internationales du Québec, Accord de Coopération Québec-Israël, 2011-2013, $40,000 
 
Social Sciences and Humanities Research Council of Canada Team Research Grant 2015-2020, $345,000 (team) 
 
(P.I.) Pierre Elliott Trudeau Foundation, Fellowship 2015-2019, $175,000 
 
(P.I.) Pierre Elliott Trudeau Foundation, Public Interaction Program Grant, 2017-2018, $25,000 
 
(P.I.) Social Sciences and Humanities Research Council of Canada Insight Research Grant, $279,943 (2019-2024) 

 

CONFERENCE & WORKSHOP PRESENTATIONS 
  
 Royal Society of Canada, Celebration of Excellence and Engagement, Toronto, 23-39 November 2020 
  Presentation on “La justice hors-la-loi : l’administration de la justice par les groupes armés en zones de conflit” 
 
 Graduate institute for International Studies and Development, Islamist Rebel Governance Workshop, Geneva, 8 October 
  2020 
  Presentation on “The administration of justice by ISIS and the Taliban, and the requirements of international legality” 
 
 Faculty of Law, University of Western Ontario, International Criminal Law Works-in-Progress Workshop, London ON, 21 
  September 2019 
  Presentation on “The Legal Rayonnement of Rebel Justice: Recognition, Complementarity and Kurdish Courts” 
 
 ASLI - Asian Law Institute, Annual Conference, National University of Singapore, Singapore, 11 June 2019 
  Presentation on “Rule of Law of the Tiger:  LTTE Justice in Sri Lanka” 
 
 Department of Justice, Government of Canada, Conference on Exploring Indigenou!怀。샀n�?䀀�a”r
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 Azrieli Foundation, Conference on Sexual Violence in the Context of the Holocaust, Genocide and War, Montreal, 15 October 
  2018 
  Panel presentation on ‘Sexual Violence as Genocide in International Criminal Law’ 
 
 Kyoto University, Faculty of Law, International law Seminar, Kyoto, 27 June 2018 

Workshop presentation on "Courts Established by Non-State Armed Groups in Conflict Zones and the Concept of the 
Rule of Law" 

 
 ICON-S Conference, Hong Kong University, Hong Kong, 25 June 2018 
  Panel presentation on “Pluralizing the Rule of Law” 
 
 Centre for International Governance and Innovation, Conference on Canada and International Law, Ottawa, 19 June 2018 
  Panel presentation on “Next Challenges in International Human Rights and Humanitarian Law” 
 
 Pierre Elliott Trudeau Foundation, Summer Institute, St-John’s NL, 4 June 2018 
  Workshop presentation on ‘Recovering Indigenous Justice’ 
 
 Universiteit Utrecht, UGlobe Centre, International Conference on Governance in Conflict, Utrecht, Netherlands, 14 May 
  2018 
  Keynote address on ‘Ubi rebellium, ibi jus: Legal Governance by Armed insurgents’ 
 
 Office of the Judge Advocate General, Canadian Armed Forces, International Law Workshop, Ottawa, 1 May 2018 
  Presentation on ‘Direct Targeting of Child Soldiers under International humanitarian law’ 
 
 Hebrew University, Faculty of Law, International Law Forum, Jerusalem, 24 April 2018 
  Workshop presentation on “Recognition of Rebel Jurisdiction” 
 
 UQAM, Département des sciences juridiques, Montréal, 16 mars 2018 
  Conference presentation on “Enjeux juridiques du jugement de ressortissants français par des tribunaux rebelles syriens” 
 
 Universitat Pompeu Fabra, Facultat de dret, Barcelona, 



 
 

10 

 Pontificia Universidad Católica del Perú, Área de Antropología Jurídica, Facultad de derecho, Lima (Peru), 30 Sept 2016 
  Workshop presentation on  “Perspectivas contemporaneas sobre el pluralismo juridico” 
 
 I Jornadas nacionales sobre derechos fundamentales, Lima (Peru), 29 Sept 2016 
  Keynote Address on “Libertad individual en tiempos de inseguridad ciudadana” 
 
 University of Utrecht, Association of Human Rights Institutes, Utrecht (Netherlands), Conference on the 50th Anniversary  
  of the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights. 2 September 2016 
  Presentation on “Insurgent Due Process and LTTE Courts” 
 
 University of Oslo, ICourt Conference on the International Criminal Court, Oslo (Norway), 30 August 2016 
  Presentation on “Kurdish Courts and ICC Complementarity” 
 
 University of California, Irvine, Commission on Legal pluralism, Irvine (California), 26 August 2016 
  Presentation on “FARC Justice and the Idea of the Rule of Law” 
 
 Lauterpacht Centre for International Law, University of Cambridge, Cambridge (UK), 5 July 2016 
  Workshop presentation on “Rebel Rule of Law” 
 
 Annual Law and Religion Roundtable, University of Notre Dame Program on Church, State and Society, Montréal,  
  20 June 2016 
  Presentation on “The Construction of War in Islamic Law” 
 
 Scholars at Risk Network, Montréal, 10 June 2016, Global Congress 
  Chair and commentator, “Wrongful Prosecutions Against Academics” 
 
 Montréal Institute for Genocide and Human Rights Studies, Concordia University, 2 June 2016, Professional Training  
  Program on the Prevention of Mass Atrocities 
  Presentation on “Non-State Actors and Human Rights” 
 
 Faculty of Law, University of Geneva, Geneva, 26 April 2016 
  Presentation on “The Dilemmas of Insurgent Compliance with International Humanitarian Law” 
 
 McGill Law Journal Annual Conference, Montréal, 19 Feb 2016 
  Comment on “Legal Storytelling” 
 
 Trudeau Centre for Peace, Justice and Conflict, University of Toronto, Toronto, 5-6 February 2016, Humanitarianism 
  Exposed Conference 
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Tribunal des droits de la personne du Québec, Sommet annuel, L’Estérel (Québec), 11 February 2008 
 Presentation on « Vers un nouveau paradigme de la fonction judiciaire » 
 
Universidad centroamericana and Organization of American States, Jornadas de derecho internacional,  
 Managua,Nicaragua, 19-23 November 2007 
 Presentation on “Lectura de pluralismo juridico del derecho de la guerra” 
 
McGill Centre for Human Rights and Legal Pluralism, Global Conference on the Prevention of Genocide,  
 Montréal, 13 October 2007 
 Participation in an interactive video-session with Kigali, Rwanda, on genocide prevention 
  
McGill Centre for Human Rights and Legal Pluralism, Young Leaders Forum, Montréal, 8 October 2007 
 Presentation on “Individual Moral Choices - Can One Person make a Difference?” 
 

 Société québécoise de droit international, États généraux sur l’enseignement du droit international, Cour d’appel du 
  Québec, Montréal, 5 octobre 2007 

  Presentation on « Enseignement clinique du droit international » 
 
Frederic Cox international Law Centre, Case Western Reserve Law School, Expert Meeting on  
Security Detention, Cleveland,Ohio, 14-15 Sept. 2007 
 Presentation on security detention in Canada and the Charkaoui case. 
 
Fifth North American Baha’i Law Conference, Legal Symposium on Setting New Precedents - Beyond Blind  
 Imitation, Faculty of Law, University of Toronto, 24 March 2007 

 Keynote address on “The Global Search for the Authentic Self: Reflection on Law, Culture and Human Rights” 
  

City University of New York, John Jay College of Criminal Justice, Conference series on the Laws of War,  
 New York, 15 March 2007 

Presentation on “Killing with Distinction: on Categorising Civi
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Presentation on “Human Rights in the Age of (the War Against) Terrorism” 
 

Organization of American States and University of Ottawa, Jornadas de derecho internacional, Ottawa, 26 Oct.  2005 
Presentation on “Papel de juez nacional frente al derecho internacional” 

 
McGill - Canadian Red Cross Conference on Customary International Humanitarian law, Montréal, 29 Sept -  

1 Oct 2005 
Presentation on “The Book that Can’t Be Written - The Multiplicity of International Humanitarian law” 

 
Réseau francophone de droit international, Québec, 7 mai 2005 

Invited commentator on “L’eau douce dans une perspective globale” 
 

Canadian Council for International Law, Annual Meeting, Chateau Laurier, Ottawa, 15 October 2004 
Respondent on panel discussion of René Provost, International Human Rights and Humanitarian Law (Cambridge 
University Press, 2002) 

 
Irish Centre for Human Rights, Galway (Ireland), 19 February 2004 

Workshop presentation on « Culture Clash in International Law » 
 

Canadian Red Cross Humanitarian Issues Program, Basic Training Course, Ottawa 2-6 June 2003 
Presentations on “The distinction between international humanit



 
 

16 

June 18, 2000 
Presentations on "The International Bill of Human Rights” 

 
Comité international de la Croix-Rouge, Faculté des sciences politiques et de droit, UQAM, et Croix-Rouge 

canadienne, Conférence pour le cinquantième anniversaire des Convention d
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 Montréal, 23-26 November 1994. 
Presentation:  "Leçons à tirer de l'intervention de la communauté internationale au Rwanda:  le Tribunal des 

   Nations Unies pour le Rwanda". 
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Co-chair, McGill-Hebrew University of Jerusalem Summer Programme on Human Rights, Jerusalem, July-Aug.  
 2011. Teaching a course on ‘Peoples and Minorities in International Law’. 
 
Mentor for Sauvé Foundation Scholars from Kashmir (2012-2013), Paraguay (2011-2012) 
 
Steering Committee, Conference on Secularism, Nationalism and Human Rights: Law and Politics in the Middle- 

 east and Europe, Minerva Centre for Human Rights, Tel Aviv University, 20-21 Dec 2009 
 
Membre du Comité de sélection, Programme de soutien aux équipes, FQRSC (2009) 
 
Conference co-organizer, Global Conference on the Prevention of Genocide, McGill Centre for Human Rights and Legal  
 Pluralism, 7-14 October 2007 

 
Conference co-chair, International Conference on Customary International Humanitarian Law (with A. De Mestral),  
Faculty of Law, McGill University, 29 September - 1st October 2005 

 
Member of the Senior Advisory Board, Journal of international Law and International relations, University of 

Toronto (2004-2018) 
 

Commission of Enquiry into Aspects of the Military Operations Against and Subsequent Occupation of Iraq by the United  
Kingdom, London School of Economics, 9-10 November 2003 - Panel member and co-author of the Commission’s report 

 
Membre du Conseil scientifique de la Revue belge de droit international (2004- ) 

 
Membre, Comité d’universitaires sur le droit international humanitaire de la Croix-Rouge canadienne (2002- ) 

 
Personne-ressource en droit international humanitaire pour la Commission nationale sur le droit humanitaire 

 du Canada (2002- ) 
 

Advisor, Canadian delegation to the Ad Hoc Committee on the Scope of Protection under the Convention on the Safety of United 
Nations and Associated Personnel, Sixth Committee of the General Assembly, United Nations, New York, 3-7 April 2002. 

 
Canadian Yearbook of International Law 
 Associate Editor (Aug. 2010 - ) 
 Member of the Editorial Board (Oct 2001 – Aug. 2010) 

 
Secrétaire-rédacteur, Institut de droit international, Session de Vancouver (19-26 August 2001) 

 
Member of the Canadian government delegation to the Sommet de Bamako (Mali), Organisation internationale de la 
Francophonie, Nov. 1-4, 2000, on human rights in the Francophonie. 

 
Secrétaire-rédacteur, Institut de droit international, Session de Berlin (15-27 August 1999) 

 
Corresponding Editor, Yearbook of International Humanitarian law (TMC Asser Institute, The Hague) (1997-2005) 

 
Société québécoise de droit international  
 Membre, Conseil d’administration (1996-2016) 

President (2002-2006) 
Secretary-General (2000-2002) 
Vice-president (1996-2000) 

 
National Coordinator, Concours de procès simulé en droit international Charles Rousseau (1995-2001) 
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Member of the Advisory Editorial Board, Revue québécoise de droit international (1996- ) 
 

Member of the Board of Directors, Canadian Human Rights Foundations (1994-2003) 
 

Associate Editor, Berg Press Monograph Series on "Nationalism and Internationalism" (Oxford, UK and 
Washington, DC) (1994-2000 ) 

 
Member of the American Society of International Law, the British Institute of International and Comparative Law, the Canadian 
Council on International Law, the Academic Council of the United Nations System, the Canadian Law and Society Association, 


