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ABSTRACT

This paper refects on barriers to accessing justice
encountered by female victims of sexual violence in Peru’s Awajun
communities. Between 2012 and 2017, Peru’s Ombudsman Offce
registered an alarming number of 273 cases of sexual violence
against minors in Amazonian schools, with 216 of instances
denounced inthe province of Condorcanqui, inhabited by Awajin
peoples. Additionally, according to the estimates, nearly eight in
ten Awajun victims do not report violent crimes. From those who
do, few vindicate their rights. Courts frequently interpret rape
as culturally acceptable among native communities, and thus
absolve the perpetrator, invoking the criminal defence of “cultural
error.” Community justice, on the other hand, shows leniency, and
women who come forward often face hostility from the family.

The pervasiveness of violence and impunity contrasts
with the rising post-civil war reconceptualization of Peruvian
relationship with Indigeneity, which brought expectations of
multiculturalism and reconciliation. But while Peruvian politics
and law readily embraced the language of international
human rights standards, the country’s blind pursuit after Latin
American “pluriculturalism” did not erase the nation-building
aspiration embedded in the Peruvian identity. The author
examines historical tensions between gender, ethnicity and class
in Latin America, and Peru specifcally, to tease out the forces
shaping the contemporary identity of Amazonian women and
its place in the Peruvian imagery. The author concludes that
the interplay of Amazon’s geographic, historical, and symbolic
isolation from the rest of Peru’s territory continues to reinforce
the nation-building marginalization. Ultimately, the failure to
reconcile Indigenous cultural rights with gender equality by
both communal and state authorities exposes the country’s
inability to recognize a colonial imprint on Peru’s identity.
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