Demystifying the human papillomavirus
vaccine

Cancer Facts & Stats July 2021
by Valentina Rangel and Romina A. Tejada
Division of CanceEpidemiology,McGill University

Human papillomavirus (HPV) is the most common sexually transmittedinfection, with an
84.6%lifetime risk amongwomen with at least1 oppositesex partnerand 91.3% for men
(1. HPV transmissioroccursthroughdirect skin-to-skin contactduring sexualactivity. Most
HPV infectionsclearup on their own, but somepersistleadingto a chronicinfectionthatcan
causecancer,especiallycervical cancer,but alsoheadand neck






In somecountriessuchasAustralia,Brazil, Colombia,DenmarkandJapangpisodeof


https://www.who.int/groups/global-advisory-committee-on-vaccine-safety/topics/human-papillomavirus-vaccines/safety
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/vpd/hpv/hcp/recommendations.html
https://www.ema.europa.eu/en/medicines/human/referrals/human-papillomavirus-vaccines-cervarix-gardasil-gardasil-9-silgard

