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The	Theory	of	Mind	(ToM)	capacity	is	the	ability	to	attribute	mental	states,	such	as	
beliefs	and	emotions,	to	other	people.	Dual	process	theory	proposes	that	there	are	two	
distinct	ToM	processes;	Type	1	exhibits	features	that	are	generally	automatic,	fast,	and	
effortless,	while	Type	2	is	theorized	to	be	explicit,	slow,	and	effortful.	As	an	ARIA	recipient,	
I	worked	on	the	“Reading	the	Mind	in	the	Blink	of	an	Eye”	project	run	by	Ian	Gold,	Gunnar	
Schmidtmann	et	al.,	which	seeks	to	characterize	features	of	Type	1	ToM	through	the	use	of	
the	“Reading	the	Mind	in	the	Eyes	Test”	(RMET),	developed	by	Baron-Cohen	and	his	
colleagues.	Participants	are	exposed	to	a	series	of	pictures	representing	the	eye	regions	of	
faces	and	asked	to	choose	one	of	four	terms	that	best	expresses	the	mental	state	of	the	
person	in	the	image.	I	was	involved	in	two	experiments	relevant	to	this	project.	The	first	



the	data.	The	instruction	he	provided	was	much	more	than	I	had	anticipated	and	delivered	
tremendous	value	to	the	entire	team.	He	demonstrated	how	to	effectively	manipulate	and	
visualize	the	data	using	Python	and	data	visualization	libraries	through	an	initial	sample	of	
graphs.	Thus	began	weeks	of	collaboration	resulting	in	statistical	analysis	and	over	130	
graphs.	


